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Taking Hold of Everything God Has for You!

Orange Spaces



    Joshua 6:1-5

1. What expectations do you have of God? A way to get at these is to imagine bad things happening to you, i.e. an illness, accident, death of a family member, financial downturn etc. How would that make you feel? What kind of protection or promises do you believe God made to you? Have you ever felt, “Hey this shouldn’t be happening to me, I’m a Christian and God is supposed to be watching over me?” 
Describe how you envision or once envisioned how life would be with God in it. Does your current experience meet, exceed, or fall short of your expectations? How should life be? Are you disappointed with God or with your life? Why isn’t life as it ought to be?
Read John 16:32; Hebrews 12:1-13; Ephesians 6:10-12; II Timothy 4:6-8; AND Revelation 2:7. How do these passages describe the Christian life? Notice some of the images used (i.e. “Fight,” “run,” “wrestle”) 

2. In the message, the pastor said that one of the reasons we become disappointed with God and with our life is because we confuse the Promised Land (Life in Christ) with Paradise (Heaven). Agree or disagree? Have you confused the two?

Do we do that in how we talk about other areas of our life? 
· Marriage?
· Having kids?
· Becoming 21& getting out on our own?
· Becoming rich and successful?
· Retirement?
· Being a care-free bachelor?
· Sex

What was your experience actually like verses how you fantasized it would be? 
List the joys of each stage of life you have experienced. Now, list all the difficulties and challenges you experienced in each stage.

3. Is life in Christ better than the “desert” or “Egypt?” (Living without Christ) How? What does Christ do for?
4. Are you bored with life? Do you think you’re wasting your life and that nothing significant is happening in it and you are busting to do something really important? Where do these feelings comes from? Maybe you don’t feel this way but many do. Why do you think they feel that way?

5. Which is harder:  “Doing GREAT things for God” or “walking in present obedience?” List the mundane or routine things you hate to do. Now imagine doing each of them with Christ. What difference would that make? Can we do laundry with Jesus? 

6. Do you tend to “walk by faith” or live by the “works of the law?” Read Galatians 3:1-5. Answer Paul’s question. Did you receive Christ in your life by faith or did you have to clean your life up first before He would accept you? 
If our life in Christ can only be started by faith, then how is it we’ve come to this notation that it can be lived by works? 
Describe what a “walk of faith” would look like and how it differs from what we normally do – “I’ll try harder!”
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