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The Book of Joshua chronicles how God kept his promises to Israel and what Israel did in order to take hold of all that God had promised.  We also learn from the book that they didn’t take hold of those promises, not completely.  The potential that exists in our relationship with God (or “in Christ” – New Testament) is incredible. The potential is incredible. Read the Old Testament and you discover how much God desired for His people, and in application, how much he desires to bless us!  He desires far more than we can think or imagine, but our ability to take hold of it is sometimes diminished.  One way it is diminished is when we disobey God. “Sin” is like the muck that clogs your relational pipeline to God. The more the build up the more you are cut off from the flow of God’s blessing and His presence. As a result, we never do take hold of everything God has for us. We don’t experience the full impact of our faith or have the complete Christian experience available to us.  
Last week we also learned about the consequences that come with sin…sometimes consequences for our actions do not fit the actual act/behavior. That’s why God warned us to be really cautious with the choices we make.  We talked about the importance of making good decisions, being thoughtful about those decisions, because they can have ripple effects.  
After the service some people said to me, “You know what? That was really true of my family.  There were choices my grandparents made that have affected the family to this day.”  Sometimes that does occur.  Big decisions can have ripple affects for generations.  
We also talked about how everything we do can affect our family and affect us, positively or negatively, so be cautious and careful with the choices and decisions that you make. 
That brings us up to Chapter 10.  It’s the story of the Gibeonites who are under attack and they call for Joshua.  The back story is Chapter 9.  We talked about Chapter 9 on Ash Wednesday. (If you missed any of these messages or you want to hear the whole series, you can always go on line at wccpc.org and all the sermons are there).  The story in chapter 10 begins in chapter 9.  Chapter 9 is the story of the Gibeonites who tricked Israel into making a treaty.  Israel wasn’t supposed to make a treaty with anyone, but like Rahab, they saw what God was doing.  They recognized God for who God was.  They looked at their God and the result that they were getting, and they put their faith in the God of Israel.  They sided with Israel and God blessed them for it.  It’s an interesting story.  
Anytime you read Joshua itself  it’s important to read it like you’d read the story 

of Sodom and Gomorrah, or like you would read the story of Noah’s time when God put an end to everything. Read it like you would read the book of Revelation, which deals with the end times.  Joshua is a book about Judgment Day.  God had been very, very patient with the Amorite and the Canaanite tribes. For hundreds of years God warned them, but they did not change. They became incredibly depraved beyond your imagination.  If you take the worst Red Light district in the entire world and multiply it by ten that’s how depraved they were. 
I don’t want to go into detail because it was really disgusting, but they were ones who practiced human sacrifice.  Typically, they sacrificed newborn children and in one gravesite alone they found the remains of 60,000 children.  God can only put up with that level of suffering for so long, and for the good of future children he wanted to put an end to it.  
When God seems to be harsh in the Bible, the reason he’s harsh is actually to minimize suffering.  He will not permit people to be inhumane to one another. He will only tolerate it for so long and then he pulls the plug. People suffer but the amount of suffering is nothing compared to what would have happened. In Joshua God is putting an end to some of the cultures of Canaan because of the incredible suffering that they were inflicting upon their own people and those around them.  God’s real heart is captured in this verse in 2 Peter, “God doesn’t want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent and get to know him.” 
 I want to make a point about the back story. Even though the Gibeonites deceived Joshua, God saw their heart. God saw that they really wanted to trust him with their lives. Even though Joshua wasn’t supposed to make a treaty with them he did. He did it because he didn’t do his research, he didn’t take his time, and he didn’t pray to God and ask for guidance. He made a snap judgment and was stuck with it. 
 In this story the Amorites have attacked Gibeon.  They could have easily flip-flopped on Israel, deceived Israel, become a traitor, ambushed, but they didn’t… to their credit.   So Joshua is called.  “Come save us!”  Joshua could have just washed his hands of it and said, “It was a bad decision anyway.  I am going to pretend I didn’t get the call.  I am going to say, ‘Hey, I didn’t hear anything.  Let them fall. I can get rid of a big mistake I make.”  To Joshua’s credit he doesn’t.  That’s because he really wants to be godlike. He knows something about God -this God that he serves keeps his promises.  The promise he is keeping to Israel is one made 700 years ago.  The promises made in Isaiah about Jesus were 700 years ago.  There are promises still out there today that will be fulfilled at some point in time in the future all because God said he would do it, and when God says he is going to do something he always keeps his word.  He always keeps his promises and if we are going to be like him, he wants us to keep our promises as well.  
There is a passage in Numbers.  “A man who makes a vow or person who makes a vow to the Lord or makes a pledge under oath must never break it; he must do exactly what he said he would do even if it comes at a cost.”  Notice the word exactly.  Over time people started to use words to trick each other.  They would redefine the word.  It got to the point… like today…  light bread… what does light bread mean? What does 100% juice (on juice bottles) mean… when isn’t it 100% apple juice?  It isn’t cranberry juice! What do things mean? They started parsing words to the point that you had to define the word  “is!” 
Jesus settled it and told us to be honest. Let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no.  Forget all of that trickery stuff; don’t parse your words.  That’s what we use lawyers for because people want to parse their words.  That’s not what we are supposed to do.  We are supposed to keep our promises. Say what you mean. Do what you say. 
 How many of you have made snap decisions?  Those are always bad decisions.  This poor pathetic guy came to my door one day selling vacuum cleaners; this was when I was in Pittsburg.  He was a former steel worker, so it tugs at my heart because they have gone through hard times.  He gave us this display and we were amazed.  He got that much dirt off my freshly vacuumed carpet, just vacuumed with my old Eureka!  He talked me into it, but of course it had to be right then and there… if you don’t act right now you will miss out on the great deal you are getting.  He’ll even take away my old vacuum cleaner.  Others buy my vacuum cleaner for $300 and I paid $180 for it! Guess how much I paid for the Filter Queen Majestic?  $1800 for the stupid vacuum cleaner that cleans no better then the $180 job, but I got sucked in because I made a snap decision.  I could have tried to weasel out  of the decision by saying he tricked me, yada yada yada, but, the reality is when we make a promise and when we sign a contract, when we make a deal… we  have to keep our word. 
 God really tested me on this one when I sold my home.  The day after I took hand money (when you take hand money it means you have agreed to the sale and it is not right to get out of the deal), I had three other offers from other people, but I had made a promise. Why does God do that?  Why didn’t he have them show up the day before?  He didn’t, and I took a loss on the house.  I could have weaseled out of it, but it wouldn’t have been the right thing to do.  Even if it costs us something, we really need to honor our word and keep it.  When you do that this is what happens - Roman 8:28 says, “Even your bad decisions God will turn it to some good.” 
The most common snap decision I have seen people make is getting married.  I can’t tell you how many couples I have counseled that will come in all in love.  I just want to smack them!  You have to think long term. A couple of years down the road it isn’t going to be easy!  It is a lot harder then it looks.  Sometimes they are really dysfunctional relationships; and every pastor knows that if you say “don’t get married,” they always get married. In fact, that is the worst thing you can say. If you say “don’t get married” that is a guarantee they are going to get married!  You just work with them and let them either see it or not see it.  I have a lot of couples who didn’t get married because they did see the relationship as it was, dysfunctional.  
What happens when you do make a bad decision? Maybe you married the wrong person.

The promise in scripture is, if you remain true to your word, God is going to make that relationship better.  He is going to work it out somehow.  That is what he did with the Gibeonites.  It was a bad decision and God turned it to good…they became Israel’s best ally.  
When Israel forsook God and went into exile, the Gibeonites didn’t forsake God.  When David formed his mighty men, part of those were Gibeonites.  The Gibeonites, even under duress, didn’t flip-flop; they remained true. When Israel went into exile, in coming back from exile in Ezra, on the list were the Gibeonites.  When Israel was rebuilding the wall at Jerusalem in the list of Nehemiah, arm-to-arm toe-to-toe, there they are - the Gibeonites.  The Gibeonites were great people and I think that God saw that and saved them.  God turned it to good because Joshua remained true to his promise. 
 I think that is an important point for us. If we are going to take hold of everything God has for us we need to be true to our word, true to our marriage, and true to our contracts.  I grew up in a contractor family and I can’t tell you how many Christian people signed the contract, had the work done, and didn’t pay.  I have seen this way too many times.  When you put your signature on your credit card bill that means you promise to pay.  Keep your promises. That includes your mortgage, too. 
If you make promises to your children (even if they are snap decisions), it is important to keep your promises.  What promises have you made to God?  If you want God to bless your life, it is important to keep your promises. 
That brings us to Joshua 10:12-14.  It is a great passage.
 “On the day the Lord gave the Israelites victory over the Amorites, Joshua prayed to the Lord in front of all the people of Israel.  He said, ‘Let the sun stand still over Gibeon, and the moon over the valley of Aijalon.’  So the sun stood still and the moon stayed in place until the nation of Israel had defeated its enemies. Is this event not recorded in The Book of Jashar? The sun stayed in the middle of the sky, and it did not set as on a normal day.   There has never been a day like this one before or since, when the Lord answered such a prayer. Surely the Lord fought for Israel that day!”  
Prayer…

I love this passage.  This is one of those passages where people say, “This is why I don’t believe the Bible. I just can’t trust God because it has these impossible stories!” It is like Jonah and the whale or Jesus walking on the water.  
Do you have to believe in miracles to be a Christian?  No…  salvation is based upon grace not doctrinal purity.  If you get to heaven and are asked “What are the 5 basic doctrines?” What if you got one wrong?   Do you think God would throw you into hell because you didn’t get the doctrine right? Will you be cast out because you didn’t get 

predestination right? No!
 Do I believe in miracles?  Absolutely!  Do I believe in this miracle?  Absolutely!  How did I get there?   Do you believe in miracles?  How did you get there?  Here is how I got there. I got there because at some time in my life I heard a message of the gospel and I actually took God up on his offer.   I said, “Jesus come into my life,” and guess what happened?   He did!   I bumped into God or God bumped into me. I am not sure how it exactly happened.   It was very clear.  No one can convince me otherwise because I know there is a God and he is living.  He has a relationship with me.  He walks with me and he talks with me.  It is a great relationship and as a result of experiencing a living God I knew then that Jesus did rise from the dead.   Because here I am having a relationship with a dead guy who is alive and well. God then sent me back to scripture and I discovered who God was in greater detail. By reading the Bible I discovered that God created the world. He created it out of nothing. That’s an amazing thing!  If God can create out of nothing, and God can raise Jesus from the dead, and Jesus is alive and well, then is there anything he can’t do?  I have always believed in every miracle of the Bible because it is an easy conclusion.  If I can believe these first two things then these other things are no sweat. 
 One of the reasons why these stories are intellectual barriers is because of the way we picture them or how we have portrayed them.  In Sunday School you see pictures of Jonah and the whale with Jonah and the little happy whale… right?   Smiling, happy whale, and of course, it wasn’t a whale at all. That is how we have always pictured it, but that is not what this text says… does it?  The text says it’s a big fish and people get swallowed by big fish all the time… just ask surfers, just go to the beach during the summer and you will find that out.  
We do the same thing with this passage. Back in the Middle Ages people took this passage and said, “Here is proof that the earth is the center of the universe and the sun revolves around it. God made the sun stand still. So it must revolve around the earth!  That’s proof. God said it. I believe it. That settles it!” 
Where did that come from?  Does it come from the text itself?  No, it doesn’t come from the text itself.  It came from the science of the day. Everyone believed the earth was the center of the universe.  Aristotle, Plato, all of the known scientists of the day. What the 

Christians tried to do then was to show how reasonable Christianity was to the people of their day.   It’s not a leap of faith.  It really describes life as it is. Here is a passage that says exactly what our scientists are saying, “the earth is the center of the universe.”  
Now later on it came back to bite us. What happened was they took the presupposition about what the world was like and they read it into the Bible.  It was like having a sermon and then finding a passage that will help prove your point. That’s what they did.  When you go to the Bible itself and let it speak for itself… what does the passage say to you?  
What did Joshua ask for?  They are engaged in a battle (it is near the end of the day) he has just about won the victory… but what is the problem?  Just need a little more daylight… maybe another hour or two.   So the basic miracle is… “God give me some more daylight”. He describes it as you would if you are standing on earth looking up.  He asks for a little more time.  He says poetically “let the sun stand still” and that is what happened.  It does not tell you how God did it.  It only tells you that God did it.  It doesn’t give you a scientific explanation of how, but tells you what God did. 
 We talk this way even in this scientific age, don’t we?  When you got up this morning it was really early.   Did you see the sun rise? How many will say they saw the sun rise this morning?   Will you see the sun set tonight?  Do you agree the sun rises and sets? No it doesn’t!  How ignorant can you be?  The earth rotates!  Don’t you know that?  We talk this way ourselves even in this scientific age. That is all they were doing.  It doesn’t say how it happened.  
I have a great imagination as to how it happened.  God could have refracted it; God could have created extra light; or slow motion, or sped everyone up and kept the Amorites sitting still (that would be cool); or like those commercials where there’s a car accident and all of a sudden it stops and the guy walks around the accident and talks about how great “Allstate is!” God could have done it through suspended animation.  I don’t know how God did it, but it says that God did it.  God will tell us how he did it one day.  
We miss the real impact of this passage when we focus on this question. The surprise of the passage is not that the sun stood still in the sky but that Joshua asked God to do something no one has ever thought to ask God for. How in the world did Joshua actually believe he could ask for something so outrageous?  What made him ask for something so outrageous no one in history before or after (including Jesus) has asked for it?  What kind of God did he visualize?  If it were me it wouldn’t have entered my mind to ask for something that outrageous.   It causes me to wonder if we limit God because we cannot possibly imagine he would do such things.  Yet when a person asked something outrageous of God, God did it.  When was the last time you asked for something outrageous?  The point of the passage is be outrageous for God! When is the last time you have been outrageous for God?  
I love this passage and I’ve quote it a billion times. “Now unto him who is able to do immeasurably more than we think or imagine, according to HIS POWER that is at work in us.” (Ephesians 3:20-21)  Why can’t we imagine more and ask for more?  Why aren’t we more outrageous?   What outrageous request have you made lately?  How big is your God?  
My one day desire (if anyone has contacts within the White House) I would love to spend a night in the Lincoln bedroom.  I would love to have dinner in the Presidential dining hall. Wouldn’t that be great?  Just imagine the president calling you tonight and saying, “You are going to have dinner with me.”  It would be awesome, wouldn’t it?  
We think of asking God for big things like a Rolls Royce, winning the lotto, but if we think it would be awesome to be in the presence of the president and having dinner with him… how much more awesome would it be to be in the presence of the God of the universe. The President above all presidents! Wouldn’t it be great to and experience him anew and afresh?  Isn’t that something we want more than anything else…to have God come leaping off of the page...to have one of those “wow” experiences?  It is a verse 14 experience which is one of the things the passage teaches us, that in the Christian life there are some great days. 
 Listen to verse 14 again. “There has never been a day like this one before or since, when the Lord answered such a prayer.  Surely, the Lord fought for Israel that day.”  
The majority of time when I am at prayer it is kind of normal.  When I read the Bible, it is just average, nothing special happens.  Some worship services are great, but most often they are just kind of the same. Sometimes the sermon is good, but sometimes it a little long and not as good.  There are some times when I am serving and nothing really electric happens (the majority of the time), but aren’t there times when you are praying and all of a sudden it is like he is right there, when you are reading a passage and it comes leaping off of the page as if God is speaking straight to you, or you are singing a song and all of a sudden God moves in you, or you hear a message or you are in a worship service and all of a sudden you have this experience of God and no one will ever be able to talk you out of your faith in God because he is right there and he is real?!  
Forgive the analogy, but it is like golf for me.  I used to be a good golfer but I am just awful now. Golf is a game that if you stink at every hole but suddenly on the next hole you hit an incredible drive or make a long putt or score a birdie….it’s like, “Man! I love this game. I’ll be back tomorrow!”   I love this game!  The same thing is true with the Christian faith. Most of the time it is just normal and average but all of a sudden God will peek out of nowhere and reveal him self to you  and it’s awesome!

 I have discovered over time that God tends to do that in the places he said he will meet us.  If you want to experience God more often, spend time in worship, prayer, singing, service, the mission field.  I have discovered that I experience God the most when I stick my neck out for him, when I really risk it all on the mission field.  When you risk it more, God shows up more.  It is like “payday”  on the board game of Life, really.  Think of the board used for the Game of LIFE  board. Most of the spaces are boring orange spaces, but every once in a while you hit a payday and paydays are great!  The same thing is true with the Christian faith. Most of the time our lives are lived in the routine and the normal  but there are times when God peeks out.  It is a payday and it is great!  
Let’s pray.
