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The Journey with God Series

“Taking on the Giants”

Numbers 13:1-3, 25-33

Before Advent we were on a journey walking with Israel through their desert wanderings -the original walk with God. We had gleaned some of the lessons that they learned for our own lives. What are some of the things we can learn about walking with this God? We are going to pick up with that  question now.

 Last time we looked at the passages on Israel’s wanderings with God we looked at Numbers 11 where God sent Israel into the desert of Paran. Now, before this,  God had lead Israel around the perimeter of the Sinai Peninsula because he was coddling them. He took them around  to an area that was much cooler with more resources: much more water, and much more food. But as they were starting to journey north toward the Promised Land, God took them into the most arid desert in the entire peninsula. Things got much harder. Why? Well, the reason God did that was so they could grow, and that is how we grow in our faith as well. 
When we were little, our parents coddled us. As we grew up our parents required more and more of us - they gave us more and more responsibilities. Because of that we learned to stand on our own two feet and became responsible adults, able to take care of ourselves. That was the goal of our parents. That is the goal of God. 
God wants to set us free. God wants us to stand on our own two feet, and have the strength and faith to make it, to succeed in this life. That is what the heart of God desires  for us. But to get there we have to deal with hardships, adversity. We have to be challenged in our faith. And those lessons that we learn are cumulative- God wants us to learn lesson after lesson after lesson so our faith becomes stronger and stronger and stronger.  As we go on, we will need that faith, that stronger faith, in life. We are going to face greater challenges. 
We come to Numbers 13 where Israel is now at the southern gate. The Kadesh Barnea, the southern gate of the Promised Land. It has been two long hard years chasing down the promises of God in their lives. It has been hard because that is how we are changed into men and women of faith, and faith can’t be learned on easy street. 
As I have gotten to know a lot of you, I haven’t meet a single person in this congregation that was born with the proverbial silver spoon in their mouth. Every one of you is in the position you are because you worked hard at it, because you faced adversity, you persevered; and as a result, you succeeded, and God has blessed your life. 
The same thing is true in our faith; faith grows the same way. I am not talking about faith in ourselves. The kind of faith God wants to develop is faith in him. It was God who parted the Red Sea for Israel; it was God who guided them by day and by night; it was God who provided food and water out of nowhere; it was God who provided victory in battle. Step by step, all along the way in the journey, in this walk with God, God gave them reminders of his faithfulness. As a result, they grew stronger and stronger in their lives. 
We have received these same gifts as well; these same blessings from God.  If you look back on your life you see how God has shown himself faithful over and over and over again. Even though you experienced hardship, and at the time you didn’t think you were going to make it, God brought you through; and you are stronger as a result of it. We need to remember those times that God was faithful because we will, like Israel, face greater and greater challenges the longer and longer we live. Can anyone say ‘amen’ to that? It may be, like Israel, that our greatest challenge will be faced at the door of the Promised Land. That is exactly what happened to them. At the door of the Promised Land they faced one of their greatest challenges of all time. We are going to read this in Number 13. Now, nobody chooses these challenges, they are simply thrust upon us by a world that lives on the east side of Eden. We are not in Paradise yet, we are still in this world. And Jesus said, “In this world you are going to have troubles.” And he was quite right about it. But God uses those challenges in our lives for redemptive purposes. He uses them to change us, and there is no greater change that will occur in your life than for God to free you from all dependencies - things that the world tells you, or your parents told you,  or you have learned along the way, things that you need to feel good about yourself, feel secure and have hope. Things like money, success, body image, your parent’s approval -all these old dependencies we use in our lives to feel good about ourselves, to feel secure. God, through the challenges in our lives, will free us from those things, so we can depend on him and find our security and our hope in him. That is the ticket to the Promised Land. 
Read with me, if you will, Numbers 13:1-3, followed by verses 25-33, and see what it says about taking on the giants. Now I did not create that title because of the Eagles taking on the Giants today in football. I came up with that title a couple of weeks ago. I thought of changing it but liked the play on words. 
“The Lord said to Moses, ‘Send some men to explore the land of Canaan which I am giving to Israel. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.’ So at the Lord’s command Moses sent them out from the desert of Paran. All of them were leaders of Israel…. At the end of forty days they returned from their exploring in the land. They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. They gave Moses this account: ‘We went into the land to which you sent us and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. And we saw the descendents of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and the Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.’ Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.’ But the men who had gone up with him said, ‘We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.’ And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.’” 
Let’s pray. Heavenly Father, teach us what you will. What are you trying to say to us? What do we need to do to take on the giants in our lives? The greatest challenges we face are just before you take us to a new level in our faith, just before the Promised Land. Build us up; teach us from these examples from scripture. We pray this in Christ’s name. Amen.
So how do you take on the giants? Again, we all have experienced and we all will experience them in the future. We have and we will. Giant hurdles- maybe you are going through a giant hurdle right now. Maybe the giant hurdle for you is chronic health problems or the health of a parent. Maybe you are going through struggles at the workplace- maybe you are just bored out of your gourd at the workplace, or you are fearing the loss of a job because of unstable economic times. Maybe you are suffering from a broken heart, the loss of a relationship, and that has put you in a tailspin. Or maybe you simply are experiencing the angst of life and you need some hope. You listen to the nightly news and it just fills you with fear and about the future and you just don’t have any peace. Again, what hurdles are going through right now? 
What happens in the story? In the passage, Israel faces giants.  They went into the land and they came out with just a great report initially. They brought back the produce of the land. The pomegranates, the figs, the grapes were so huge they had to put them on poles and have two people carry them. I can’t imagine grapes that big. “The land,” they said, “does flow with milk and honey just as God said.  It is a wonderful place, but, but, there are giants! There are giants in the land and we seemed like grasshoppers and we looked the same to them.” 

 Now I think what caused God more pain in that statement wasn’t the fact that the Canaanites saw them as grasshoppers because you find it all through scripture. God’s people were always taken for granted. Always in life you will find yourself being taken for granted, discounted by the world. The world sees the church, sees Christian people, as insignificant. I don’t think that bothered God at all. What bothered God is the fact that they said,  “We looked like grasshoppers in our own eyes.”  After two years they hadn’t learned a fundamental lesson- that it is not about them, it is about Him. It is not about them it is about Him. 
The reason why they failed to engage the battle, failed to bother challenging these giants, was that in looking at themselves and the world around them, they believed what the world said to them more than what God said in his  promises. Notice it is a “Promised” Land. They believed the word of the world and what they saw, rather than believing the promises of God, and as a result, they failed.
God made a promise. There is nothing impossible with God! We just went through the Christmas story. It is one of the statements from the angels- “There is nothing impossible for God.” “ I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13).  I can do all things? No you can’t. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Only two of the twelve believed that- Joshua and Caleb. It is because they remembered the lessons that they had learned: It is not our job to part the waters; it is not our job to scale the city; it is not our job to go buy food and water in the desert. It is our job to simply walk by faith, walk in the promises of God.
Of course, you know the rest of the story. I like Paul Harvey’s “Rest of the Story.” The majority report won out and the people said, “Now where are we going to find someone who can be our captain and lead us back to Egypt?”  It is amazing what fear will cause you to do in your life, what fear caused them to do. What did they see that Caleb and Joshua did not see, or in reverse, what did Joshua and Caleb see that they did not see? They saw the same exact thing. I think the answer to that is the fact they marched to two different beats, two different drummers. 
The majority went into the land singing the song, “I got the power” (you know that song?. “I got the power.”  But they left the land singing “The ants came marching one by one hurrah, hurrah. The ants came marching one by one hurrah, hurrah.”  The minority report went in singing, “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and they came out singing “Faith is the Victory.”  You know the song “Faith is the Victory?” Come on, sing with me. “Faith is the Victory, O glorious victory that overcomes the world.” As a result of the majority report, the people of the majority report became grasshoppers; these people of God who walked through water became grasshoppers. The people of the minority report were transformed to be Giant Killers, and who do you desire to be in your life- Grasshoppers or Giant Killers? 
I have counseled a lot of people and I am still surprised by how many Christian people still believe the words of the world. They believe and internalize that unless they win their parents approval, unless they succeed in life and do well for themselves, have a nice car, be married, have a nice house, have ideal kids, unless they do that and hear their parents say they are proud of  them, they can’t feel good about themselves.  Or unless they achieve some certain level of success (which the world says you need and if you don’t achieve it you are a loser) that they  aspire to, they can’t feel good about themselves.
What if you lost your job? What if you lost your job for 6 months? Could you feel good about yourself? Whose voice are you listening to as the basis of who you are? What God’s Word tells me is that your worth is not based upon your work. It is not based upon your performance, but upon your pedigree. Your pedigree is this: that you were created in the image of God and as a result you have an intrinsic worth. The basis of who you are and how you feel about yourself is not based on what you can do, but on what has already been done for you and that God sacrificed his greatest treasure for you. That is how significant you are. That is how important you are. The question is do you believe it or do you continue to believe the words of the world or the words of your parent that unless I can achieve and succeed I am no good.
 Is there anyone here who is employed by Ford or GM? I know they are having difficult times. The question for you is who is your provider? Who is your provider? Is it the company or is it Christ? Who do you look to as your provider? If it is GM or Ford or Chrysler you have a right to fear. I would be afraid. You might lose your job. If God is your provider, GM and Ford may fire you but God will make sure you are hired by someone else, and it will probably be a better job. The question is: who is your provider? Is it GM or is it God? 
As the year 2007 has come, as we are entering a new year,  I hear the voices  of the world, the promises of the world, and it is not a good future they are predicting for us. If you listen to the main media sources and their voice about what 2007 will hold for us, if you listen to the promises of the world, it promises this: unstable times. It promises the threat of  a nuclear bomb going off in some city within the year, whether it is done by someone in North Korea or Iran or some terrorist cell that currently exists. If you listen to the promises of the world they are saying that we are losing in Iraq, and when we pull out it will only embolden our enemies, and as a result we’ll be in a worse condition than we were before. It has been said to us that we will experience devastating effects of global warming, that our daughters are destined to become ‘girls gone wild,’ that no one is safe- not your kids in the elementary school and not you at your workplace. Those are the promises of the world.
 But I hear a different world, a different kingdom, different voices, a hidden world, a secret kingdom that says “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.” I hear words from the kingdom that says “My kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.” I hear a voice of the kingdom that says things like this, “I am God.” (You know I always imagine those words with the movie, “Wizard of Oz” when Dorothy approaches the wizard “I am Oz.”  You know. I picture God kind of like that- an ominous sight. Now he is not bald or anything, and he is not green and scary like that, but as a sense of his presence). I am God. 
There are lots of words for God. I am Jehovah-nissi  or Yahweh-nissi, which means, “I am the God who is your banner.” You can go to work without fear. You can put your kids on the bus without fear because the banner over you is God. He is your protection, he is watching over you. God says I am Jehovah-jireh— “I am your provider.” God will provide for you, you don’t have to worry you; don’t have to fear. I am Jehovah Shalom- I am your peace. I am the one who is in control. I am the one who is sovereign. It is not all these national leaders. It is not the guy in North Korea. It is not the guy in Iran. I am in charge of things here and my kingdom which is going to come is a kingdom not based in terror, but a kingdom that is based in love. I am in charge of nature. God is sovereign over nature- it is not the aerosol can, it is not the automobile. It is  God. I am Jehovah-rapha— I am your good shepherd, I am the one who will guide you along green pastures. I am Jehovah-rapha.  I am Jehovah-shammah—“I am the God who is always there.” 
The question is of these two promises, the promises of the world and the promises of God, the kingdom of this world and the kingdom of God, which voice are you going to listen to? Which one are you going to believe in? Which one are you going to trust: the promises of this world or the promises of God? Now if you choose the promises of God it does not mean you won’t face giants. Giants are inevitable. Hurdles are inevitable in your life. It doesn’t mean you won’t have or experience some fear. What it does mean is this: that your fear will ultimately melt away into peace because you will remember that it is not about me, it is about him. The giant is not in my way, the giant is in God’s way. There is no giant too big for God. The giant is not in my way say it the giant is not in my way the giant is in God’s way and there is no giant too big for God to take down. 
I hear a lot of things about terror cells, all these terror cells, hundreds and thousands of them. They are going to wreak havoc upon the world. We focus on it and are becoming fearful as a result of it. But we forget the cells of hope that are all over the world, hundreds and thousands and millions of missionaries, evangelists, pastors, teachers, a billion believers- you, as a believer, are a cell of hope who, in your corner of the world, can bring the good news of the gospel that transforms the human heart and brings love and peace and hope. 
Of these two worlds who are you going to believe? The terror cells- is that our future, or the cells of hope? The cells of hope will belong to a kingdom that is an everlasting kingdom that will come. If you read the last book of the bible it says we win, we win. 
That day, ten of the twelve who went into the land and saw the giants concluded that the presence of giants is enough to cause a person to turn around and give up. Our job is not to be the majority report. As believers, our job is to be the minority report that sings and proclaims the song that is in Revelation, “Hallelujah for our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory.”

Flannery O’Conner says this, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you odd.” Why are we odd? Because we believe in the good news of the Kingdom of God; a kingdom, he says, where nothing can stand for long between God and his promises. 
So here we are at the beginning of 2007, a year of great opportunity, hope, fear, incredible giants that stand in our way. Behind us is the desert; in front of us is the Promised Land. Now the only way you can get there is going forward. The question is in 2007 what will you affirm? Will you affirm the promises of God or the promise of this world? Will you affirm the existence of giants or the existence of God? Where will your focus be? Will it be on faith or fear, the kingdom of God or the kingdom of this world? 
The message of the story is God will honor your choice. God will honor your choice you may not get there, but those who embrace the promises will. In the story God says, “If you don’t want to go there, I will take your kids.” Now God is not in much of a hurry I find in scripture. I am, but God is not in much of a hurry. If we are not willing to go he will take the next generation. But this is our moment, that is not what God wants. The choice lies before us. 
There is a happy epilogue to the story. You hear about Joshua a lot of times, but the happy story is with Caleb. You don’t hear of Caleb at all until just one single verse in Joshua 15:14 it says this, “The old man Caleb fought the Amalekites.”  He fought the giants and won. How?  Only because he depended upon God. It is not about us it is about him. Do you want to be giant killers in 2007? Then it is not about us it is about Him. Put your focus on Him and things are going to be fine.
 Let’s pray,. Lord, help us. We hear the voice of the world predicting doom and gloom but there is a sovereign world, a kingdom that will come, a promised kingdom, a secret kingdom. Lord may we listen and embrace that kingdom and those promises, and then go out in faith, not faith in our own ability, but faith in you, and take on the challenges that we face and win. To your glory we pray in Christ name. Amen. 
