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Pastor Richard Pfeil

“Right Click the Right Stuff”
Matthew 13:22-23

Good Morning! It is good to see you. You know what? I put on this suit jacket and the darn tailors have shrunk it again. (Laughter). I don’t know what there is about the dry cleaner I use; everything is shrinking. I don’t know what to think. Quit laughing at me. I heard that Cynthia. 

Turn with me to Matthew 13:22. We are just going to deal with one verse this morning. Last Sunday we tucked away our journey from Exodus to the Promise Land. We arrived at the Promise Land and gleaned  from Israel’s original walk with God things for our own walk with God. 
Today I want to pick up on some loose ends. One of those loose ends happens to be with a series I did a year ago. I can’t believe it’s been a year since I dealt with the issue of margin. The reason I want to revisit it is  because I think, at least for this area and for us, it is the most vital component, the thing that we need to do, if we are to have healthy families, healthy children, healthy lives, healthy bodies, healthy spiritual lives. It all takes time and if you don’t have margin in your life (which is breathing room), you are not going to have time for these important things in life that matter most. 
An area that I didn’t touch on was the area of simplicity, the importance of simplicity, in our lives. We just completed the journey on to the Promise Land. I don’t know… I have been to Israel. I have traveled it up and down from one end to the other. I have seen thousands of slides on the Promise Land, and I scratch my head as to what God saw when he gave the Promise Land to his people. If you look at it enough you discover it is a lot of rocks, a lot of desert. What did God see that he would call it the Promise Land? Now you may say it has changed since he originally gave it. Not really, not much has changed. What did God see that he would say that is the exact spot I want for my people? 
To be honest, it is not great for industry. In fact, it hardly has any industry beyond a salt mine. It doesn’t have oil; it’s not rich in minerals; it is okay agriculturally. There is no great entertainment industry there. If you look, the whole Middle East is the oldest part of the entire world, yet it is largely the least developed. So why does God call it the Promise Land? It doesn’t look very promising to me. 
Well, promising for what? It all depends on your goal in life and what you see as important. I think what it is great for is the simple life. It is great for living an unencumbered, uncluttered, basic life which enables you to focus on the things that matter, and not get distraught with the things that don’t. So, I think, when God looked at it and saw a place for his people, he said he wanted a place where they wouldn’t be distracted by all the things you could get distracted by, a place where they could live a simple life and value the things that he values, and invest their lives in things that matter most. In doing that they could experience the abundance that God has for them. 
I think that is why he chose for them, and why it is important for us as well, to live a simple life. There is only one thing that is really important in life and that is relationships. Or you might say love - love for God and love for each other. There is nothing more eternal than that. 

You all have the thing that is eternal. It is your character, who you are as a person, that carries over. Nothing else carries over. The biggest threat to our relationships with God and with each other, the biggest threat to our character, is the lack of margin in our lives.
In Matthew 13:22 we see one of the robbers that steals away a life of margin, the simple life. It is captured in this one verse. Let me read it to you, “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the person who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it out and make it unfruitful.” 
What Jesus says very succinctly in this parable is the thing that will choke out the most important things in your life is clutter, a cluttered life, having too many things in our lives. What we need to do is weed the garden, pull things out of our lives, so that we keep it simple, so things that matter most are not choked out. 
Now I originally entitled this message “We Need a Garden,” but I realized that before you even pull the weeds in a garden, you need to till and prepare the soil and fertilize it and get it ready. Later on you pull the weeds. The same is true with a life of simplicity. If you are really going to live the simple life, before you even start pulling weeds and get to the practicality of living the simple life (and there are lots of books out on how to live the simple life. Only in America do we create books like “A hundred and one ways to live a simple life” that measure 872 pages), before you can do all those practical things, which are external, you need to do the internal work. You need certain internal attributes in order to live more simply.
I decided that instead of using the gardening analogy, which Jesus used in the parable, it would fit our times better to use an analogy of a computer. Now a lot of you have computers, right? Some of you don’t. Do you know what clicking is? When you click on your computer, when you click with your mouse, it means you are bringing something up. You are bringing it onto your screen. There is even a movie called “Click” and it is about a guy who desires to live a more simple life. So he buys this remote control in order to click things in his life. But the tragedy of the story is he clicks all the wrong things, and he misses out on the things that matter most. He loses his family- he loses his spouse; he loses his children - and he loses his health , all for material gain. It is a good movie but it also a crude movie. They ruined the movie because of his crudeness and I don’t recommend it, but the movie makes a good point and that is click the right things in your life. 
Here are some things to click in your life which will open you up to doing the external things of living a simple life so you can experience God’s abundant life in your life. 
Well, before we get there, let’s pray. Heavenly Father, open our hearts and minds now to what you have to say to us. Help us to do the inward work that prepares our hearts and lives for the external work of living a simple life, and as a result have time to breathe and time to invest in what matters most in life, you, our relationship with you, our families, our children, our grandparents, our community, our loved ones, our neighbors. Help us to create a breathing space so that we can really live the life that you desire for us. Focus us on what is eternal what matters. We pray this in Christ’s name. Amen.  
The first thing to click on in your life and this is probably the most important one of all. If you don’t have this in your life you will never be able to live a simple life and pull the weeds out of your life that you need to. The first one is contentment. I even love the sound of the word. Wouldn’t you love to be content? Yes! Contentment it is a great goal. 
What is contentment? Contentment is being happy with what I have and where I am, rather than being discontent or unhappy with what I don’t have and where I am not. Contentment is accepting the provision of God in your life. It is being at peace in any circumstance, knowing that whatever circumstance God puts you in, he puts you there for a reason. You know that God is good and even if it is a bad situation at the time, because God is good, he is going to work it all out in your favor anyway. So even in bad situations you can be content. 
Contentment has nothing to do with economic status. You can be content and poor or content and rich. You could be discontent poor and discontent rich. It is said that the poor envy the rich and the rich envy the richer. Isn’t that true? Contentment says “I am not going to play the game. I am not going to buy into the deceiver’s lie that says the grass is greener on the other side because the reality is it is just spray paint.” It is just green spray paint. It is not the Promised Land. 
Sociologists even make this point about things that rich and poor share together. Rich and poor share the same depression. They share the same meaninglessness, the same alcoholism, the same drug addiction, the same suicide rate, the same fractured family, the same angry kids. The only difference is the poor aren’t surprised by it because they blame it on their situation. But the rich are surprised. They have spent their entire lives chasing the end of the rainbow and they come to the pot of gold and discover much like the Visa commercial, the pot is empty. 

Henry Kissinger had an interesting comment about American culture. He says this, “In America, people think the greatest tragedy of all is to want something very much, just desire to have something, and not get it.” Now if you ask my son, Alan, he will tell you that that is the greatest tragedy in life, because he wanted to get a Wii system and he didn’t get one. I am sure a lot of your kids didn’t get some things that they want and they believe what Harry Kissinger just said, that the greatest tragedy in life is to want something very badly and not get it. But Harry Kissinger said he discovered a greater tragedy than that. It is something that many  CEO’s and world leaders and people in his place have discovered that there is one far greater tragedy: To want something badly and to get it, and discover it is empty. It is an empty pot of gold. 
Do you know what we need more than anything else? We really need to hear the wisdom that Jesus has to say. The hurried life, the financial prosperity, really is an empty life. At the end of the rainbow, it is not a pot of gold. It is just rust. Again, we need the wisdom of Jesus who said this, “Be on your guard against all kinds of greed. A person’s life does not consist of the abundance of his possessions.” Now he is just spot on right. He is just very perceptive, extremely wise. 
Money has some important functions. It is great for supplying short term needs. Money is great for supplying food, shelter -things that you need - a car, experiences, a flat screen TV….  things that you need, right? (Laughter). Absolute necessities. But it is not really good for the long term needs that we have - things like love,  relationships; things like truth, redemption. 
I am sure all of you have gotten the internet forward that says, “Money can buy a house, but not a home. It can buy medicine, but not health. It can buy you a watch but it can’t buy you time. In some churches it can keep you on the rolls, but it can’t buy heaven.” There are many limitations to money. That is why scripture oftentimes warn us over and over and over again to keep our lives free from the love of money and be content with what we have. If you want to look that up, it is Hebrews 13:5. Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have. 
Now that is easy to say but it is hard to do, especially in our culture, because we are affluent. We have so many choices, so many options. We are bombarded daily by advertisements telling us we need this and we need that. We have huge stores and malls and just have so much stuff. We have so much information. We can easily see what other people have and we have the financial ability to get it, so it is hard in our culture to be content. Yet, it is the key, I think, to simplicity,  the key to margin. It is the key to experiencing a life that matters, that is significant.
So if you want to click contentment, there are some practical things you can do. It is not impossible. It does take hard work. You will fight with your mind over and over and over again; it will be an endless battle. But some things that will help is (1)  to retrain your brain. Retrain your brain by getting into God’s word. What you discover is much like the hymn says: “Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face and the things on earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.” 
That really is true. The more you get yourself into God’s word and build your spiritual life, the less important the material becomes. And the converse is true. The more you leave God out of your life and do not develop your spiritual life, the more the material will move into your life, because you need something, you need something, to fill the void. If it isn’t spiritual, it will be the material. That is our decision and choice. Secondly, remind yourself of these two truths: The grass is not greener, it is just spray paint; and at the end of the rainbow there is no pot of gold, it is empty. It is an empty life. Just look around you. Look around. There are numerous examples of those who have already invested their lives chasing the rainbow. Just look at their lives and ask yourselves: Are they happy? Are their families healthy, are they healthy? How is their walk with God? What does their marriage look like? There are a lot of examples you can look at so you don’t make the same mistake.  

In our culture, it could be said that the coffers are full but the soul is empty. Is your coffer full but your soul empty? 
Another thing we can do (and this is counter-cultural) is instead of looking up the ladder…  we are taught to climb the ladder of success, but what is wrong with looking down the ladder? Have you ever stopped for a moment and looked down the ladder to see where you are in life? When you look down the ladder it fills you with gratitude because you are looking at how far God has taken you. It is like counting your blessings. Spend more time looking down the ladder, observing where you are, rather then looking up the ladder and seeing where you are not. It will change your life.
 Another tip would be to avoid stores. Shop where you need to shop, forget window shopping. It only fills you with covetousness. It does. You want stuff  you really don’t need. Maybe even mute the TV commercials, especially those where you call in right now and can have the stuff in three easy payments - mute those things. They have the coolest stuff. Am I right?  I tell myself I’ve just got to have that- I can chop onions in one move. 
The next thing to click is honesty.  In Matthew 5:37 Jesus says “Let your yes be yes and your no, no.” What does that mean? You mean I can only answer yes and no to every question? That is not good communication skills. Now when Jesus said he was addressing  something in his culture. People would write up oaths and they would write them up very carefully using words to trick each other. Depending on how you say things, you could create a loophole and trick the person out of the deal that they thought they made. 
Isn’t that just like our culture? As a result, we need, in our culture, to have lawyers. Why? because you know that people will use words to trick you. So we need the profession to put things in exact terms so people do not deceive us. 
Think of the cost of a lie, the cost of people’s dishonesty. Every time you go to the grocery store you are paying the cost. Why? Everything you buy has a stinking label with print that is  this small. Because people lie, they put everything on that label, telling you exactly what you are going to get. And even though it says “light” bread, all it tells you is that they cut the bread thinner. The same calories are still in the bread, it is just cut thinner. Have you ever noticed that? That is why we have truth-in-advertising. That is why we have all that fine print. That is why when you want to sell a house you have to have 20 pages of documentations. When you want to buy something you just can’t trust what the manufacturer says, you have to do some research,  go to Consumer Reports and get the real scoop on things. 
The cost of a lie is a good memory, am I right? Remember when we were kids and lied to our parents and they’d start asking questions and more questions, and you had to tell one lie to cover for another lie, to cover another lie. All of us have seen those funny sitcoms about those who have told a lie and they try to cover it up and it makes a mess of their life. Everything becomes complicated. Wouldn’t life be simpler if we just told the truth? “Let your yes be yes and your no, no.” Just be honest with people. Don’t hide the truth. Don’t call it a white lie; don’t call it stretching the truth; don’t say I am doing it for their good. 
My family has, in the last two years, gotten interested in this reality TV show. It is the only one we watch. It is the only TV show I watch except for the news. It is American Idol.  Do you know American Idol? It is very popular. My heart is going out to these kids because someone did not tell them the truth. They can’t sing! But you see the wound and the hurt of those who really believe they can sing when they can’t, and they embarrass themselves. It is all because somebody did not tell them the truth. 
Another thing that has concerned me, that I see so often, is how many wounded young people we have. How many of those singers said, “My parents do not believe in me, my parents do not support me.” Or the number of these young people who said in some way their parents have told them that they would never amount to much, that they are a disappointment to them. That too is not speaking honestly; that too is a lie. I can’t tell you how many people suffer from the lack of self esteem all because of the lies and dishonesty of people. 
You are important; you are vital; you are special. God created you in his image. That makes you intrinsically valuable. God believes in you, God loves you. That is the truth, and we need to start speaking the truth to each other! Amen? 
The second thing about speaking honestly is being honest with ourselves - really opening our eyes and looking at our lives, appraising ourselves honestly. Stop kidding yourself. If it is broken, fix it. Look at your life with fresh open eyes. Look at your marriage with honest eyes. Look at your children with honest eyes. Look at your health with honest eyes. Look at your life and your walk with God with honest eyes. How is your walk with God?
God puts sensors into our lives to tell us that things are wrong, that things are off, not working right. The sensors are placed in our body, our mind, our spirit, our relationships. These sensors, when they go off, create pain in our lives. Pain is a sensor that God has given to us to tell us something is wrong in our life, and we need to fix it. It indicates exactly where that problem exists. Sometimes it is in our health- we need to attend to it; sometimes it is in our mind- we need to attend to it; sometimes it is in our spirit- we need to attend to it; sometimes it is in our relationships and we need to attend to it. 

More often than not these are the most common root causes for pain in peoples lives. The wrong priorities of old fashion greed and covetousness, and the lack of focus or distractibility. Someone wrote this sentence that describes our age. See if you relate to this: “I couldn’t answer your page about the message on my answering machine discussing the call on my cell phone about the E-mail that you sent that I failed to reply to so far.” 

Does that describe your life? What is there about these cell phones? They are even attached to people’s ears! It is called  blue tooth and they are attached to people’s ears. Why do we need to be connected 24/7? Are you connected with God like that? 
What we need to do annually, (and I just had one), is an annual performance review. I encourage you to do that. Take time for an annual performance review and ask yourself: How is my life? Honestly. How’re my children? How’s my health? How’s my family, how’s my spouse? How’s my spiritual life with God? 

You know, the purpose of  all of life, the reason why we are here, is to fulfill the purposes of God in our lives. Life, as someone has said, is a test. There is only one question on that test. God has put us here to have us answer one question. That question is listed in Revelation 20:12. Here is what it says: “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened and another book was opened which was the book of life, and the dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the book.” The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the book. 
Now Pastor, I thought we were saved by grace and not by works. Well, we are. What is recorded in that book  is simply this: Did that person’s life demonstrate faith in me or not? Did it demonstrate faith in me?  Does your life demonstrate faith in God or not? 
Ultimately, I think Richard Swenson is right. He writes the book on margin, and he says it ultimately comes down to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Is Christ Lord in your life? What does that mean? It means this: it means seeking the kingdom first, thus giving over our plans, our expectations, our future, our family, our reputation, and our possessions to him. 
Once these conditions are met then we are free to begin seeking the external practices of simplifying our lives. With the internal issues settled, the external practices are joy. Loaning or giving away possessions is not anxiety-producing because we are only stewards anyway, and the true owner has told us to give generously. We are free to wear older clothes or to live in modest homes because God doesn’t care. We no longer need to impress. With the internal truth anchored, the external simplicity is a celebration; but without this anchor, external working to simplify your life becomes a chore, a rule, and simply legalism. And where is the fun in that?

 If you want margin and, as a result, want to invest in what is most important, then I encourage you to click these three things in your life: Contentment, honesty and the Lordship of Christ. Is he Lord of your life? 
Let’s pray.

Heavenly Father, more than any message, I struggle with this one most in my life. Help me, help us all, in this wonderful culture, where you have blessed us with prosperity. We have  much to learn about how to live simply. Help us to value what you value and put our time and energy into things that matter most- the eternal. Teach us to be content. Teach us how to trust you and teach us to be honest with each other and with ourselves. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.
