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Conversions: From Chaos to Creation

Genesis 1 & John 1

It begins like this, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” That is the most profound verse in all of scripture and it is the key to life because it says, first thing, before you go any further in this book, what you need to know is that life is not about you. It is about God. If you are going to get your life right, if you are going to experience all that God hopes you to experience, to get the most out of your life, you must know from the get-go that it is not about you. It is a very humbling thing. It is about God. 
This has hit me recently…that the reason I can think, the reason I can have experiences, why I feel emotions, why I am conscious and I have a conscience, the reason I have eyes and I can see the world, the reason I can experience anything is because one day, for some reason, God decided that he would share the greatest thing that he himself experiences, and that was life. So God decided one day to create and allow us to share in what he shares in and that is life. Life is the greatest gift God could have given us and it is why we are here talking today.

If we really accept and believe that God created us, then we also must accept and believe that God created our hearts, our minds, our bodies, and things that go into them; how we relate to people. He created us with a set of rules or principles, a way of functioning that he himself knows. The nice thing about it is God gives us the owner’s manual, the manual of operations.  He lets us know, “All right this is how you are created. These are the things you are created for. These are things you are not created for. You can do these things, but your life is going to be dysfunctional. And if you do these other things your life will go very well. 
Your car is a good illustration of this.  The creator of the vehicle you own knows how it was created and what enables it to function, and continue to function, optimally. What do some of you drive? Toyota…(see you are the reason our economy is bad. (Laughter) No, just kidding! You know the Toyota people created the car and made it to run on gasoline. Now if you decided to put sugar in your gasoline tank, what’s going to happen? It’s going to burn the engine up. If you try to run your car with the pedal to the floor, as some of you do, what is going to happen to the engine? Well it’s going to burn up. 
A long time ago I used the illustration of a mixer. The creator of the mixer created this thing to make cakes and breads and pies. It is not created to mix cement. Yet a lot of people, not knowing how they were created and the principals that God has put within them, live their lives as though they have been created to mix cement rather than mix cake or batter. And as a result, people are ruining their lives; they are burning themselves out! That’s what’s happening all around us. People created to mix bread are using their lives to mix cement and they are just burning themselves out; they are not experiencing anything that they had hoped for. Things are not working out in their lives and they don’t understand why! The “Why” is because you and I are creations of God. He created us a certain way and unless we know our creator and live the way we were created to live, things are going to continue to go haywire in our lives!

There’s a wonderful book I want you to read if you have the opportunity. It’s called “Finding God at Harvard.” It is a spiritual journey of thinking people. You know just this week I was working on the computer and got really frustrated. I was working on my taxes.  It took me three or four hours to do things that should have taken thirty minutes. When I checked to see what the problem was the diagnostics said that I had lost “connectivity.”  That means I lost my connection. Here there’s a wonderful world out there called the internet, that is full of wonderful things (Some, not so wonderful) and I am not experiencing any of it because I have no connection to the internet. If you use it the right way the internet can make your life easier.  But I couldn’t get anything out of it. Nothing would download because I had lost the connectivity. 
The same thing is true for a lot of people spiritually. The reason they can’t get much out of life, or cannot sense God and this whole other world that is right there ready for us to access, is because we have no connection or have lost our connectivity to it. And until we make that connection all that information God has that will be helpful to us, His mere presence, this other world (the life of the Spirit) will be lost to us, will remain silent to us as though it doesn’t exist. Make the connection and a whole new world opens up to you. Have you made that connection in your life?
Going back to the book…The book chronicles the lives of a dozen people, thinking people who grew up believing all kinds of things about Christianity: “It’s arrogant. How can you say there is just one way?” Another person wrote that they were taught that Christianity was a bunch of bunk. That there were many ways to God and they tried them. Nothing worked. Then they put their faith in Christ and the lights came on. The same thing was true of another person who said, “You know, I always thought there was a divine spark that we all had, this divine spark and the key to it was through meditation. They sought God that way and they experienced nothing. Then they put their faith in Christ and a fire was lit from within, but from an outside source. God entered into their lives and the spark became a fire, the fire of God’s Spirit placed within the center of their soul.  Another person wrote that they were angry at liberal scholars because they convinced her to believe that Jesus was just a historic figure and there wasn’t much we knew about him that was true. The Bible was a human creation, written by his followers who added myth to the legend, making him more than he was. He was a good teacher or a moral example but not the divine Son of God. One day she decided to discover the historic Jesus and bumped into the real thing. She discovered that this Jesus was alive and real. Her life was changed. Another believed that science ruled out God. As a result he focused his life on his career but that left him empty. So he went out searching for something that was missing in his life and discovered God in Jesus Christ. He asked Christ into his life and He came and filled the void in his life, all to his surprise. 

All of these people are smart, Harvard educated, at one time secular people who believed all kinds of stuff about the church, religion, Jesus only to discover later, after they searched for truth that He is indeed who he claimed to be. They experienced a person and not a proposition. They experienced a relationship with God rather than religion. A light came on. The connection was made and a whole new world opened up to them. 
I think a lot of people know, deep down, despite what their head says, that there’s something more and something greater than what they experience now.  I think Billy Joel captures this feeling, or sense, we all have, despite the propaganda of the secular university, that something is missing deep within—that we are more than physical. There’s more than meets the eye. He wrote a song called “River of Dreams.” 
Listen to the words. 
In the middle of the night
I go walking in my sleep
From the mountains of faith
To the river so deep
I must be lookin' for something
Something sacred I lost
But the river is wide
And it's too hard to cross
Even though I know the river is wide
I walk down every evening and stand on the shore
I try to cross to the opposite side
So I can finally find what I've been looking for

In the middle of the night
I go walking in my sleep
Through the valley of fear
To a river so deep
I've been searching for something
Taken out of my soul
Something I'd never lose
Something somebody stole

I don't know why I go walking at night
But now I'm tired and I don't want to walk anymore
I hope it doesn't take the rest of my life
Until I find what it is I've been looking for 
(Two beat Pause)

In the middle of the night
I go walking in my sleep
Through the jungle of doubt
To the river so deep
I know I'm searching for something
Something so undefined
That it can only be seen
By the eyes of the blind
In the middle of the night 

Isn’t that interesting… “Something I didn’t lose, Something somebody stole”… Something out of my soul.” 
Kerry Lindgren who was the lead vocalist and founder of the band, Chicago also experienced the same thing. He tried every religion in the world and found no contentment. Then someone led him to the truths of scripture and he put his faith in Christ. 
This is an excerpt from the first song he wrote as a Christian:

All my life I looked for something real. 
From place to place I wondered restlessly 
I just needed something I could feel 
And when I found the truth it set me free. 
Just one way. Just one way. 
Just one way from the darkness to the light 
There is just one way. 
That was my experience as well. There was this darkness in my life and then I bumped into Christ and it made a radical change in my life. I wonder sometimes do we really realize, have we comprehended, those first few words in the bible… that God created everything. That we owe everything, our very existence, everything we can test, taste and feel, to God. 
My hope is tonight that we come to a greater realization of that. Maybe some of you will come to that realization for the first time tonight. Maybe some of you will reconnect with God. Or perhaps you come to  celebrate  that connection. You already know that you owe it all to God, even our very breath. Let’s sing that song and worship the one who created us, the One to whom we owe our very existence to!

Let’s worship Him… “This is the air I breathe…” 
(After worship I returned to the message) 
I received an unexpected call from my brother two weeks ago. My brother had given his life over to Jesus and was filled with JOY, with a capital J. He didn’t know how to contain himself. This is the man who tortured me most of my life. As the older brother he beat the snot out of me. He thought my becoming a Christian was the weirdest thing in the world and he would try to rub me the wrong way just to see how I’d react. He hoped that I would lose it. The last time I saw him, about 5 years ago, he decided to try to rattle me again and let out a string of obscenities that included 14  “F” words. I knew what he was doing so I just smiled and said, “I love you, brother.”

This is the guy that I’m talking about. But he gave his life to Christ and he is just beside himself. You have to lock him up because he is just bouncing off the wall. He is so filled with praise that he says he sits in his truck and sings out loud. He can’t believe the inexpressible joy that he feels. He also admitted an interesting thing to me. He said, “All those years I tried to make your life miserable, I knew… I knew Jesus was real. I just did not want to recognize it. I wanted to live my life the way I wanted to. I just didn’t want to give it up.”  What my brother experienced is something that people commonly experience when they finally make that connection to the source of their life—to their creator. Their life just comes alive. 
That is my hope for you - that you connect to your Creator, that things change in your life. That God moves you from the chaos in your life to creation, the new creation. By saying God created everything, what it means is God is the biggest materialist ever. It’s God who created things, material things. You know Luther and Calvin went round and round on this topic. Luther said you shouldn’t enjoy things; Calvin said you absolutely should because God created them. Now what I mean by calling God a materialist is simply to say that God created material things. Not that we should be gluttons or greedy. I don’t know about you, but I like to receive, don’t you? I like to receive. But there is no greater joy than giving, is there? If you want to really enjoy things, share them. That’s why God gave them to us— to share. Receiving is good but there’s no greater joy than giving.
Now, if indeed God created everything it would also mean the reverse is true- that without God there would be nothing. (Before we go any further let’s stop for a word of prayer.)

Heavenly Father we just want to pause before we get just rushed off into our own agendas. Just to ask for your spirit come and speak to hover over our lives and to share with us what we need to hear for tonight in our lives. We pray this in Christ’s name. Amen   
Without God nothing could exist. That is true in the physical realm, and interestingly, that is what people experience when they  are cut off from God. All of life reduces itself ultimately to nothingness, to absurdity, or meaninglessness. Philosophers tell us the same thing.  If there is no God, life ends in absurdity, nothingness, and a sense of meaningless. There is no hope. 
Soren Kierkegaard said “I stick my finger into existence-it smells of nothing. Where am I? What is this thing called the world? Who is it who has lured me into this thing, and now leaves me here? Who am I? How did I come into the world?”
Jean-Paul Sarte said, “Non-being is a perpetual presence in us and outside of us. That nothingness haunts us.”  The titles of his best two treatises were, not surprisingly: “Nausea” and “Being and Nothingness.” What he’s saying is all of life reduces itself to this kind of empty hole in our lives. Sarte did not believe in God. Cut off from God, as he thought about life, all he experienced, as predicted from Genesis 1:1, is nothing. As with the universe we feel “empty and void.” There is no light, only darkness.

I love this one… It’s written by Nietzsche in the book “Joyful Wisdom.” Let’s hear his joyful wisdom.
“We have killed him—You and I! We are all his murderers . . . Whither are we moving now?
Do we not now wander through endless nothingness? Does not empty space breathe upon us? 
Has it not become colder? Does not night come on continually, darker and darker?”
 I find it interesting how he describes life without God. He says “Where are we moving?” I don’t know who I am or where I am going? Why am I here? He describes life as “wandering through endless nothingness.” “Empty space” breathes” on him and he feels and sees the world as becoming “colder” and “darker.” Doesn’t he describe our culture and the people of our culture? Aren’t people becoming darker, colder, and courser? 
Genesis 1:31 says, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” God created everything good, but again, cut off from God everything becomes a little darker. Think of the good things that God created. Marriage. Is marriage good? Cut-off from God can marriage become dark? How about Sex? Is sex good? Cut-off from God does it become darker? Self Worth—I’m always surprised over how many people do not like themselves and it’s because they don’t realize they have been created by God and therefore have intrinsic value. They are precious in his sight. God gave up everything, the most important thing that he treasured, for us, because he loves us. How about Character? Is character a good thing to have? Do you like to hire people of character? If character is cut-off from God does it become darker? Do you see that around you? How about Anger? Is there anything wrong with anger? Anger can be good. It can be used in a good fashion. If it is cut-off from God, without any control, can anger become destructive, darker? How about the mind? Is the mind good? Some of our minds are good. The mind cut-off from God can it become dark? Is everything worth thinking? Is all knowledge worth pursuing? How about pornography? Is it worth pursuing? In our pursuit for knowledge, without faith in a God who puts limits to the type of knowledge we should pursue,  we have been willing to pursue it even at the cost of people’s lives: the infirmed, the unborn. The mind cut-off from God can do monstrous things. How about priorities? Good? Cut-off from God can they get out of whack? How about people? Are people good? Is there some goodness in people? When people are cut-off from God can they become darker? All these things are true. 
Despite the fact that philosophy agrees that a life without God is dark and cold, it does not abandon the idea, but reaches out for some lasting value to peg one’s life to. What does it see? a potential value to live for? The best philosophy has to offer is one of two options: 1) that we live for civic values 2) We live for some practical reason. Most philosophy ends in some kind of civic value or pragmatic value. For instance, they will say the best we can hope in this life is to be good citizen, a good family man, experience success, have fun. You know, enjoying your life, power, position, or obtaining good looks. But we’ve tried all of those things. There are a lot of people who have spent their entire lives trying to find happiness through these means and they don’t work! People are not happy. They do not provide a sufficient basis for one’s happiness and contentment! Life lived by these values is a  very shallow, a very empty, life and we are left with this very uneasy, anxious feeling that there is something more. 

We also feel this awful angst about our death. The thing we fear the most is a sense of nothingness. It’s an awful feeling to believe that when you die it all ends in nothingness. That all you have to look forward to is a black, empty hole…nothing. That you will one day not matter. People fear not mattering, being forgotten, or not loved. Why do we memorialize everything? Why do people want things in stone about their life? Why do people want to leave something behind or leave a legacy? To have not made a difference in the world, to no longer exist…just imagine that feeling. Have you ever felt it? Has it ever hit you before?

I think that’s why Easter is so popular, because it reminds people, people who don’t go to church any other time of the year, it’s a reminder that there is a hope. There is something beyond this life. Life doesn’t end simply in non-existence. John 1, (I want you to read this with me) John 1 says this, 
“The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 
You see this same thing in the creation story. God moved upon the world. He created everything. The only thing there is, is nothing, an empty void. The same you and I have felt. In this darkness God spoke:  “Let there be light!” And when God spoke, light and life exploded into existence. The same can happen in our lives as we invite God into the emptiness of our lives and into that black hole that sense of nothingness, the fear of non-existing. If we invite God into that black spot in our life that thing that is missing that void what will happen is there will be an explosion of life in the center of your being and irradiate it out into your life. Have you experienced that? 
First, have you experienced the sense of this void, that something is missing, this ache within, a sense of darkness? Have you invited God into that void and have you experienced this light explode within your very being at the center of your soul. Has that happened in your life? If not, I encourage you to just say a simple prayer tonight. Say, “Lord Jesus, I don’t know if you are real or not but that is how I feel.  I feel empty and I ask you to just come to the point of emptiness in my life and bring your new life.” See what happens. See what God will do in your life.
Now as you know, the Genesis story doesn’t end with the creation of things. A new creation is just the beginning; there’s more work to do. Just as being born is just the beginning of becoming. When born we experience life but we are still not fully formed. We need to grow and mature to adulthood. The same thing is true in Genesis when God created the world. It burst forth with life but there more to come. Genesis 1:2 “Now the earth was formless and empty … and the spirit of God was hovering…” Now the earth was formless and empty and the spirit of God was hovering. Again, if you look at the creation story God spoke into that black hole and life appeared but that wasn’t the end was it? This says the earth was formless and void. There’s life there but it is a little chaotic. The same thing is true when we ask Christ into our life. There is life; there’s a new birth, the light comes on but is your life all together? No! There’s still more work to be done, isn’t there! The new birth is just the beginning. There is still a lot of work to do in our lives and that is what God does. God  begins to tweak and work his will into creation, bringing order out of  chaos. 
It’s what happens during the six days of creation. You see God create and then you see him tweaking it the first day and he tweaks it the second day. And he tweaks it in the third day. It is interesting the verbs that they will use for create, “bara” means God created something new that never existed. The other word for create in Genesis is “Hayah,” which means he takes what has already been created and fine tunes it, bringing  more out of what was already created. Plus the tense of the verbs are unique in that they do not describe a completed creation until after day 6. What begins on day one continues to be worked on during day 2 and what begins on day two continues until day 7. So during the six days of creation God is fine tuning his creation until it is perfect, until he can say, “Ahhh, it’s complete. I love it. It is very good!”

Scientists say that when they observe the world here is what they see, they see fine tuning. The field of study is called “Intelligent Design.” Science is seeing a universe that has been fine tuned. If anything is tweaked ten to the 26th –that’s .26 but with 26 zeroes in front of the decimal (.0000000 etc 26) life wouldn’t exist. For instance if Jupiter was a little bigger and a little closer we would be pulled out of our orbit. We would be sucked into Jupiter. If Jupiter was any smaller or any farther we would be bombarded by asteroids. Jupiter is exactly the right size and the right distance in order to take away any asteroids that might hit us. The CO2 levels, if they were a little higher earth would experience the greenhouse effect and if they were slightly lower photosynthesis could not occur. There are 123 of these things, parameters within nature, that are finely tuned to make life exist. It is as though someone had carefully crafted this world for life; something not seen anywhere else. The same picture you see of creation in Genesis 1. In fact of all the world’s religious books, the Bible alone describes what is seen in real science. The Bible and science agree as to how the earth was formed.

As with the first creation God does the same thing in us, through the new creation. First we are awakened to a new life with God’s eyes. But God does not end there. He continues to work in our lives, tweaking them and changing us until we are finally made right, until we are rebuilt into the people he first created us to be!

Or to change the analogy, let’s use the one in John 1:14--the analogy of being born, to become “children of God.”  How many moms out there? Are children born fully grown? They are born right? They experience life, new life, but is that all? Are they fully human or grown? No! They aren’t done yet. They are still being formed into a functional human being. They have to grow and mature.  They have to be “fine tuned.” God does the same with us. God begins to fine tune our lives. He works our character, hearts, minds, motives, etc. throughout our lives. It is like the story of Israel going to the Promised Land (We did a series on the journey to the Promised Land) In the early stages of their travel God did everything for Israel. He parted the Sea. He shoved them through it before they did anything dumb. But as they grew and walked with God longer, things got hotter. He gave them more responsibility. He did less for them. He allowed them to learn. He tweaked their character until they were ready to enter the Promised Land.

 I see the Christian faith really as having one birth but many conversions. There is one birth— when the light comes on in our lives, where we come to a realization of God. Then God spends the rest of our lives fine tuning us, developing our character, helping us through grow in greater faith and trust in him. We experience one birth but many conversions, changes within our character and behaviors. 

How do you grow? Let me list a few ways for you:

A. Short Spurts of Growth.

I’ve been a Christian a long time now and over that time I have heard a lot of teaching on spiritual growth. There have been many proponents of a daily quiet time— a daily time to read scripture and pray.  So for a long time I had a daily quiet time and sometimes it was great but most often it was ordinary.  I grew more that way when I was single and in college. But as an adult with kids and a career, I have struggled. How about you? And every time I missed my devotional time I became wracked with guilt, which built up and created a huge wall that kept me from God. I met with God out of duty rather than joy. IS there a better way for those who are busy and can’t have a daily quiet time? I think so. 

When I looked at Church history and worship I discovered that the early Church grew mainly during 5-6 spiritual emphases, or series. The church celebrated five holy-days: Easter, Christmas, Good Friday, Pentecost, and the Ascension. In preparation for each they spent time in prayer, study, repentance and spiritual growth as they sought anew to yield themselves to God. It reminds me of the six days of creation. God tweaked his first creation through a series of six spurts of growth. The early Christians grew during five spurts of growth. Spurt growth is a great way for God to work on his new creation – us but without the guilt!

B. Invite God to ‘hover” over your life!

Is there something that I have to do? The answer is no. A lot of people who come to faith make the Christian walk a walk of works. They try to instill the character of God into their lives themselves. That is not how it happens. Again, the first creation story, how did God move it from chaos to creation? It says the spirit of God “hovered” over the land. All you have to do is to invite God to hover over your life. God will do the work of moving you from the chaos to new life or the new creation. All you need to do is yield to His hand and Spirit.

That is my hope for us all during these next six weeks, that we would yield ourselves to him and see what he does. See him work in your life. Romans 6 (Let’s say this together)

“For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life, and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.” 
In the next six weeks I am challenging you to yield your life in six ways, to experience six conversions in the next six weeks. 1. To move from insulation to intimacy, discover what is intimacy and to experience it ourselves. 2. To move from denial, whatever you are in denial, about to deliverance. 3. To move from rage to redemptive anger. 4. To move from procrastination (any of you procrastinators?) to promise keeper. 5. From religion to relationship. 6.  From thorns to thankfulness. 
Now that will bring us to Palm Sunday and Holy Week where we celebrate the Cross, which is moving from the cross to the crown and to the resurrection, which is the triumph- from tragedy to triumph or from death to life or from being a sinner to being a seeker. Now we are going to create some helps for you to grow along the way.
C. Resources to help me grow. 
One is growth guides. Each week I am going to write a growth guide for you. Now they are not going to be ready until Sunday so you have to come Sunday to get the message and then pick up your growth guides that day. We will also have available small group discussion guides. These will help those who are in small groups to guide the discussion. If you are not in a group, join one! I will be leading two groups through the Pastor’s Bible Study. One meets on Sunday night (6:30PM) and the other on Thursdays (1:00PM). You can also form your own group. You should have a slip of paper. Fill it out and give it to me after the service and I will make sure you get into a group

I want to close with this passage it is Romans 8:11 “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you , he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.” 

See what the verse says… “He will give life to your mortal bodies.” It’s not talking about life after death alone, but life now. If you yield your life to God you will experience life. Just like the first creation. The first creation is a model for what God does in the second creation. He brings life out of the void in our lives and then spends the rest of our lives tweaking it, perfecting it until we are just like Him, and when that happens and as that happens, we experience more and more of life, real life--life that God intended you to experience, right now! Let’s spend some time in prayer…
