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How Should We Then Live:

“Clarifying Some Things about the Second Coming?”

2 Thessalonians 3: 1-5, 11-13

We sing that song (“Sing Low, Sweet Chariot”) and remember our hope in Christ. ...that’s a great hope isn’t it?   But, we also hope that the chariot isn’t coming too soon, am I right?  We all want to go to heaven, but no one wants to die.  It is a strange thing. But it is the only way we are going to get there.  In fact, the only way we are going to get to heaven is to die - die to ourselves and live for Christ. Death is the way to life, both physically and spiritually or eternally.
 We are going to continue in 2 Thessalonians, chapter 2 and finish what we started last week. Again, 2 Thessalonians deals with the Second Coming, which can come at any time and can occur in two different ways. First, the sweet chariot can be coming for to carry us home in our death.  That could happen, again, at anytime.  Am I right?   There is no guarantee. 
And the second way is, of course, Christ could come and end the world itself.  There is that real expectation, too, in our culture.   It’s part of the main stream. It used to be a fringe idea but more and more people talk about the “end of the world.”  That is something that everyone kind of recognizes.  (At the Contemporary service I gave an example of how mainstream the end of the world is by playing Matchbox 20’s song “How Far We’ve Come.” It’s a great video and can be found on YouTube. To play you need a video license.)
How do you respond to the “end of the world?”  Paul said some interesting things. We are going to pick up on 2 Thessalonians 2:2.  The phrase alarmed and shocked, and then we are going to pick up on verse 8.    I want to look at how God defeats the man of lawlessness.  That is where we ended last week and I want to pick up there, but first let’s pray.
Prayer......
Pick up with me at verse 2, just that one phrase...don’t be so easily...Paul says in response to the Second Coming...don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those that say that the day of the Lord has already begun. The word shaken means, don’t let this thing kind of talk “throw you for a loop”.  Don’t let it upset you.  The word “alarmed” is actually the continual state of being in anxiety.  Don’t allow this topic, this subject and how we are discussing it, cause you to become fearful and remain in a constant state of anxiety. 
I think that’s important to hear. It seems to be how everyone feels when talking about or listening to preachers of apocalypse or the end of the world.  What seems to be the normal response is that people are “thrown for a loop.”  It makes people very anxious to  think that they will die some day.  It can really shake you up when you’re ill and you begin to wonder “What if I died. I could die. I feel like I could die” Ever felt that ill? I d o every time I get the flu! “I’m dying!”  It can really cause a lot of havoc in our lives, can’t it?   Don’t let it!
I think this is really important.   When I was a kid my first introduction to the topic of the Second Coming was the movie Thief in the Night.  Tell me if you remember the Thief in of the Night series. Have you seen A Distant Thunder. (It was the 70’s version of Left Behind. Actually the Left Behind is an expansion of the same idea in this series that preceded it). It scared the bee-jeebers out of me. According to the film, being a Christian could mean that one day you might lose your head on the guillotine!  That’s a comforting thought!  That makes me want to embrace Christianity!  That makes me want to be a Christian as a young person.  It shook me up.  Now, it actually had a positive effect in me, in that it caused me to ask the question, “Could I actually.... if I was called upon like the first century believers were....lay down my life for Christ......could I do it?”   At that moment...I couldn’t.   I could say today that I can.  It enabled me or helped me deal with my own mortality and my own Christian commitment. It helped deepen my faith to the point that I could give my life for Christ if faced with that possibility.   

But, on the negative side, the film series caused me to read Revelation or the parts of the Bible that dealt with the Second Coming in great fear.  Paul says (and so does Jesus and John the Apostle who received the revelation) talk about the Second Coming ought to do the opposite.  He says it should cause great comfort and hope.  Do these passages do that for you? No, not for many. There’s a disconnect then between how we read these passages and what they actually say. 
What it would say to me is that we are misreading all of the passages on the Second Coming.  If our interpretation leads us to fear, and Paul says if you hear these words they should bring us “great comfort and hope,” it means we are reading them wrongly.  I think the same thing is true with the book of Revelations.  We read it and about all the devastation that occurs in the book and say “Gosh, how could anyone survive it?”   
Again, I think that’s a misreading of the book of Revelation. Revelation is written in cycles (7 of them) and  with every cycle of tribulation it ends with God’s people worshiping.  They are worshiping because in Chapter 7:1, and I mentioned it earlier, it says this - Before any tribulation God sends the four angels of the whirlwind and says this to them: “Don’t harm the land or the sea or the trees until you have placed the seal of God’s protection on the foreheads of this Earth.”

Just before Jesus left he said this to us: Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  Whatever you read in the scripture about the Second Coming or about death and dying “don’t let your heart be troubled”.  Though, the world may fall apart God’s promise is this...He will keep us together.  He will give us his peace. His protection is upon us. His hand is cupped over us.  Where everyone else is feeling anxious, we don’t have to because our redemption draws nigh.....the king is coming!   It is nothing but hope and salvation for us.  
The second part...2 Thessalonians 2:8.... is the last part I want to look at.  I picked it up from last week.  The “man of lawlessness” in this passage is the same person referred to by Jesus and in revelation as the “beast” or the Anti-Christ. He’s 666.  He will be the evilest person of all time. He is the incarnation of evil.  He is Satan incarnate.  He is not Satan himself, but he is Satan incarnate.  He is total fallen-ness.  He is everything that  Jesus is not. He is the antithesis of Jesus. And just as God spent thousands of years preparing the way for Jesus to come , Satan is preparing to birth the Anti-Christ into the world. Jesus was “God with us.” The man of lawlessness with be “Satan with us.” (It’s the Christmas story upside down – in reverse)  He will launch the climactic attack against God’s church.  It will be the worst time in all of history, and yet, having said all of that...notice verse 8.  This arch-enemy of God….How strong is he?  Here is what it says,  “Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, ( look how quickly the statement comes}  but the Lord Jesus himself will kill him with the breath of His mouth and destroy him by the splendor of His coming.”  Think about it. The epitome of evil! And how does God defeat him...with the breath of His mouth, with His mere appearing....His very presence.  The incarnation of evil can’t even stand in the very presence of God.  
Let’s put this into some context.  Think of something in your life that seems insurmountable or difficult or burdensome to you.  What are you anxious about?  What weighs your mind down?  Now capture it.  Think about it.   Now compare it to 666, the incarnation of evil.   Is there any comparison at all?  If God can deal with his arch-enemy in such an easy fashion how much more easily can he deal with the problems in your life?   How much more quickly can he defeat those problems in your life?  Think about that.  That will leave you joyful!  That will leave you dancing, if you get that inside of you!  
 Now we are going to continue with Chapter 3.  Chapter 3 deals with the question,  having said all this about the worst period of human history, when life seems to be falling apart, when the world seems to be coming unglued, with the knowledge that God will one day put an end to this stuff, one day we will die… How do we live?”  How do we deal with stress and the burden of this life? That’s what Chapter 3 addresses.  
What do we do in light of all that stuff?  There is a series put out by Francis Schaeffer entitled How Should We Then Live.  It has been on my shelf for a long time; it’s nagging at me because I know I am supposed to teach that series, but I am not sure how to do it.  I have learned a lot from it.  You will grow from it as well.  If you want a deeper walk in your faith and want to take your knowledge a little deeper that would be a good series for you.  I am contemplating how to do it; I’m working on it.  When I offer the series I encourage you to take it.  It really deals with “How do we live in the light of the ungluing of the western culture?” When all the things that underpin it are lost, how do we live?  This is what Paul addresses in Thessalonians.
 How many of you remember the bomb drills in school when you were little?  What was the fear...the end of the world, wasn’t it?  That the Russians would drop the bomb? And so what did you do?  I don’t remember it!  I must be too young for that. How did it effect you? 
From that time on there have always been periods when it looked as though the world would come to an end.  Think of the things that we are facing now and how people are responding to them.  What are some big issues today that really cause people fear and anxiety?  Violence in our schools.....do you feel safe sending your kids to school?  I never even heard of school shootings and now it is unbelievable that you have them.  What are some other things...unemployment?   I fear that too!  How about global warming?  The world is going to end in a natural disaster.  How about terrorism...another 911?  How about the oil prices...how much am I going to pay for gas?  When is it going to end and is it going to cause a recession?  How about the slump in the housing market?  How about every time you hear another young girl missing?  If you want to experience fear go to the mall on Friday night!   That will bring you fear, baby!  
How do you live in light of that?  What are normal responses to these things FEAR!!!! Am I right?   You become fearful, right?  Anxiety  How else do people deal with this?  We don’t want to think about it so we keep ourselves really busy.  I just don’t want to think about those things so I don’t turn the TV on, don’t watch the news.  
For some they cope with the help of a little alcohol.  It helps us become less anxious.   Some get really depressed.  There is a sense of hopelessness. Sometimes we become so depressed and distraught with life and how it’s going by becoming self-destructive – Life seems so dark to us. 
Some are cynical of course and say “That’s not going to happen!”  “The world seems to go on.”  “We are going to get out of this”  “Things are going to get better.”   Or, they say “You shouldn’t think negatively...you have got to think positively.”  Think of all of the positive thoughts those poor Tibetan Monks have been thinking. Has it helped them?....No!  
How else do people deal with fear in anxious time?   Sometimes, they “get religion,” don’t they?  I had a friend who met an Atheist before he went to Iraq and was always giving Christians a hard time.  Later on, after about a month’s service, he encountered him in a fox hole.  The guy had a Star of David, a cross, a crystal on his neck, holy water, the Bible, the Koran.   He had all kinds of stuff.  His friend looked at him and he said…“I believe.”  The friend said, “What do you believe in?”  The guy replied, “I don’t know, but in my situation, I can’t afford to make anyone mad.”  
Sometimes, we even use religion to deal with anxious times.  How do we deal with the weight of all the stuff we see, especially those things that make it look like the world is coming apart or …our lives are coming apart?
What do you do with the worst case scenario, which is Paul just dealt with?  In chapter 2, he dealt with the worst case scenario.  Then he says here is how to live in light of this - the worst case scenario.(An aside: “Anyone ever play the game?”) Let’s look at 2 Thessalonians 3:1-3 and then 3:11-13.   Here is what he says
“Finally, dear brothers and sisters, I ask you to pray for us.  Pray first that the Lord’s message may spread rapidly and be honored wherever it goes just as when it came to you.  Pray, too, that we will be rescued from wicked and evil people, for not everyone is a believer, but the Lord is faithful and he will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one.  
2 Thessalonians 3:11-13...  Yet, we hear that some of you are living idle lives refusing to work and meddling in other peoples business. We command such people and urge them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and to work and to earn their own living.  As for the rest of you, dear brothers and sisters, never get tired of doing good.

Well, how do we deal with anxious times?  First, he says pray. Are you praying?  Have the things that you have seen, the concerns on your heart, the weight in your mind, has it driven you to your knees yet?  That’s what it’s intended to do.  Are you praying for your country?  Are you praying for its leaders?  Are you praying for its future leaders? When your young people go out the doors are you praying for their protection?  When your young people go to college, are you praying that they make wise decisions, that God would keep them from the culture that offers them a lot of choices that aren’t good?  Wives, do you pray for your husbands?  Husbands, do you lift up your wives?   Church are you praying for your pastors?   Pastors are we praying for the members… I know we are, we pray every Tuesday for you.  
Prayer????!!!...What does it do?  It’s just  words that go to the ceiling. What does it do?  I don’t know about you but prayer for me, first, reminds me that it is not all about me.   All of the world’s problems are not all of my responsibility.  There is someone bigger, and better, and wiser, and more powerful, who is the sovereign Lord watching over it all, who is watching over me, who is in charge. He’ll take care of it all, even in spite of me.  It reminds me there is someone larger than the problems I am witnessing. 
 I am also, in times of prayer, reminded of the Lord’s presence.  That alone will give you peace.  And then when I am praying I am reminded of all that is right in the world and all that is right in my life.  I don’t know about you, but that helps me out a lot. 

Verse 3 reminds us of one of the benefits of prayer.  Paul says in verse 3 that God will do two things when you pray in anxious times.  He will give you strength, and he will guard you and protect you. He will keep us safe. Paul even says that God will protect us from the evil one or evil itself.   It could be translated either way.  God will give you strength and God will guard you from evil or an evil one.  Isn’t that wonderful?   That’s a great promise.  Embrace that promise. 
Notice the first thing he says specifically, when it looks like the world is coming to an end. We are to pray that “the Lord’s message will spread rapidly.”  People, more than anything else today, that’s what needs to happen.  We need God’s message to spread rapidly in our culture so that it changes hearts and changes minds.  I’ve spent my entire ministry fighting certain causes: fighting against abortion, fighting for a sense of respect for the sanctity of life, fighting for purity on television, fighting for Biblical standards on sexuality, fighting for a list all kinds of things.  I have made phone calls and written Senators.   I have supported certain candidates to further the Christian cause, but in spite of it all, nothing has really has changed.  Why? Because the root of these problems is spiritual.  The root of all of these issues is that a person’s life is not right with God.  Until a person’s life gets right with God, these things aren’t going to change.  
If you are concerned about the condition of the culture and the direction we are going, then the first thing you need to do is pray for spiritual renewal - that God enters into peoples’ hearts and minds and transforms them so they choose differently, they want differently, they will differently, they live differently.  

One of my favorite television series is the Twilight Zone. How many of you are Twilight Zone fans?  Do you like Twilight Zone?  When I was a little kid I loved them.  There was one Twilight Zone, episode number 39, called The Gift.  I even know the episode numbers.   In this episode an alien comes down from the heavens (the sky) and lands, and people hear about this alien landing and they are fearful and anxious.  They track him down and he is ill.  The little boy hides him and he gives this little boy a gift. He tells him to give it to the people.  They finally track him down and shoot him.   They take his gift which they think came from Satan and burned it.  He dies.  After everything is over they say, “What did he give the boy?  It must be some kind of plague or some kind of evil thing.” They finally get around to opening the case and with the gift is this note: “Dear friends of the Earth I come in peace and offer you this gift.   It is the cure for cancer.”   …“It is the cure for cancer.”  
People we have the cure for the spiritual cancer that’s ailing our world.  The antidote is Jesus Christ.  The remedy is to receive that gift and not toss it away.  That’s what many people are doing today. They treat it as something evil and discard it, the very antidote that could save them, that could redeem their lives.  
We are not too far away from Advent.  I am mindful of Matthew 4 that says... people living in darkness have seen a great light...speaking of Jesus....to those walking in shadows.... I think as a culture we have been living in the shadows for a long time..... a light has dawned.
 I think that is a great analogy for what Christ does in a person’s life.  The light comes on.  This is the true “Age of Enlightenment!”  When Christ comes into you and opens your eyes, for the first time you see the world in a whole different way. When that happens Christ changes your thinking, he changes your attitude, he changes your character, he changes your world view, he changes the way you make decisions, he changes every aspect of your life… for the better.    And, if there are enough people in our culture that are changed in the same way, the culture becomes better.  That’s our hope.  That is our salvation.  
Ephesians 5 says.... For once you were darkness but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of the light.  Paul also mentions the fruit of the light:  goodness, righteousness, truth
 2 Corinthians 4:6..  For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness, made his light shine in our hearts.”  Is the light of God shining in your heart?  More than anything, we need a spiritual renewal in our culture.  If you want Roe v. Wade overturned what you need to do is share your faith with other people.  When you share your faith with other people and there are enough people whose lives are transformed by God, you won’t have to have legislation in order keep people from taking the lives of their own children. It will become unthinkable!  People will simply say “That’s not a choice that I want to make in my life.”  
Where does it begin?  It begins with a transformation inside of you.  
Fathers, are you worried about sending your daughters out of the door?  Then, are you taking the gospel to your daughters?  Are you getting involved in the lives of boys and being a mentor and making sure they get the gospel?  
It seems very clear that what is happening in our culture today is guys have lost control of themselves, and it is largely due to pornography.  If we are going to deal with this issue, men (we have to deal with it), it begins with you.  If you want men to respect your daughters, you have got to respect women.  You have got to quit peeking at the porn.  
Mothers, parents, are you concerned about the decisions your kids will make when they leave the door?  Get the gospel inside of them.  Then you won’t have to be there because they will make the right decisions in their lives.  What are you doing to get the gospel inside of them, and do you have the gospel of Christ inside of you?  

We spend a lot on holding international conferences on global warming. Wouldn’t it be funny if the cause of global warming was God?  What if global warming is the result of God “turning up the heat” on a world that has left him out. What if the actual answer to the “crisis” is for people to turn back to him?  Wouldn’t it be interesting if the remedy for global warming is the gospel.  Wouldn’t it be kind of funny? 
How about terrorism?  We experience terrorism today because for hundreds of years we have failed to take the gospel to the Muslim world.  If you want to end terrorism you need to take the gospel into the Muslim world.  The gospel will transform and change people’s lives and they won’t want to kill people in the name of God. Why not? Because they know it is wrong to do so.  
The last thing the passage mentions is that, as we are praying and sharing the gospel, the next response to living in light of the world falling apart is…Go to work.  You have got to go to work. You’ve got to get on with your life.  It’s good advice. Who knows when the world is going to end?  I don’t know.  Who knew when Jesus came the first time?  They didn’t know.  
It’s good practical advice that Paul gives them.  He didn’t know when Christ would return. Could Christ have returned then? Of course.   Only God knows when the end will come. EVEN Jesus doesn’t know. Since we don’t know, we need to get on with our lives. 
This is good advice for anyone who has experienced a loss or a crisis in his/her life.  How do you cope with it?…You can’t get stuck in the past.  At some point you have to get up and put your pants on (or your dress on) and go to work and get on with your life. At first it will feel like you’re walking through cement, but over time, sure enough, God will give you the strength you need to keep walking forward.  So get on with it.  Don’t worry about when he is coming or try to put a date on it. Just be ready at all times.  
That is where the last part comes in.  Do good. Our lives aren’t just about ourselves.  Living a life in light of eternity means there is more to life than the here and now.  God has a greater purpose in you than making a living.  He wants you to have a life.  He doesn’t just want you to have a lot to live on, he wants you to have something to live for.  God has a purpose for your life and God wants you to fulfill that purpose.  
I am reminded of Schindler’s List.  We need another Schindler who will stand up to the evil of the modern Third Reich.  I am reminded of Saving Private Ryan.  We need men and woman willing to rise up to look for all of the lost Private Ryans in our world,  that need to be saved. If you are concerned about Friday nights at the Mall, the best thing you can do is go to the mall on Friday nights and buy one of those young people a latte and sit down and let them tell you about their lives.  I think, having done that, you will be moved with compassion for them.  Then I adopt one of them and see if Friday nights at the mall changes. 
Let’s Pray…
