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Acting With Compassion

Mark 6: 30-34

This is a very special passage of the Bible that I’ll read and preach upon this morning because it has become kind of a life verse as we are missionaries in Belize. Verse 34 says, “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things.” Now, ministry in Belize is about having compassion on people and teaching them many things. We are involved in three different ministries that are all linked together in Belize. 
One is mercy ministry which is worked out mainly through medical missions. We have a medical clinic in Belize called The Presbyterian Medical Clinic that sees about 5-6,000 patients a year. It is all outpatient but we have an MTW (Mission to the World) missionary doctor who is retired Army, I believe, who runs the clinic. He has several nurses with him, some nationals. We are in Belize City which is about two hours from the medical clinic and we are about to begin mercy ministry through medicine there. We are going to build a medical clinic that partners with The Presbyterian Church there and offer that kind of ministry to help the people. 
We also reach out to the people through education. The educational system is not the greatest there, but the government does partner with churches to school the children. We have a high school and three elementary schools and several starts for nursery school and kindergarten. We have teachers who come down and teach part time and we have a couple of full time missionaries. And so we teach the children, so they might have a better chance in life. 
Of course the third way that we minister is through Word ministries. We preach and teach in churches. We disciple and make disciples. I work as a preacher and a teacher, preaching in four different churches, but mainly I am involved in work at a seminary training future pastors in the Presbyterian Church which has really been a blessing to us. So there are those three. All of them involve some form of compassion and some form of teaching. As Mel mentioned during the fellowship hour we will be downstairs after the service, and we will have more opportunities to share more of the details about that. 

I would like to open God’s Word this morning and read from chapter 6 of Mark verses 30-34: “The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them ‘Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.’ So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.”
 Let’s pray, Heavenly Father as we open and read your word we understand how powerful it is, that in your Word is truth and that you sanctify us by your truth. So Lord we ask you to teach us this morning, to change us, to make us more like Jesus Christ. Our Father, that is our prayer, and Lord for this preacher as he preaches that you would anoint the Word that it wouldn’t be my words that are heard this morning but yours. Anything that I say that is not according to your word dismiss it from our ears. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
Mark chapter 6 picks up in the middle of Jesus’ ministry. From the beginning, as he was baptized by John the Baptist and he was sent out into ministry by the Holy Spirit, he was going from town to town and village to village. He was healing people from their sickness and disease and he was casting out evil spirits. He was teaching. He was teaching many things and there were large crowds that began to follow him around. One, because of the miracles that he did; and two, because of the teaching. 
They followed him because of the miracles. They were amazed; I mean, who wouldn’t be? Seeing people healed from sickness and raised from the dead, and seeing evil spirits cast out of people. They were following because of his teaching - Jesus was the greatest preacher who ever lived. He was the greatest teacher who ever lived. I stand here preaching God’s Word as a human being who is called by God to preach it, but Jesus Christ was more than the mere human being called by God to preach; he was God. Every word that Jesus spoke was spoken with authority and with power, and everyone who heard it was convicted. Jesus didn’t teach anything but the truth. In fact, when Jesus was just a child, twelve years old, you remember when his family went up to the Passover in Jerusalem and Mary and Joseph and the others left and they realized that Jesus was missing… where was he? He was in the temple listening to the teachers and it says that everyone was amazed at his understanding and his answers. Even as a child Jesus spoke the truth and it is that truth that convicts us. 
When John wrote his Gospel he said that “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory of the one and only, full of grace and truth.” See, Jesus was full of truth. Now here we see Jesus just after empowering his disciples to go out into towns and villages and preach the good news and heal people. They came back and the crowds were following. It says here that the apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all that they had done, healed, and taught the good news, but because so many people were coming and going they didn’t have a chance to eat. There is an excitement. There is an enthusiasm. There is a wonder about this Jesus and his disciples. He says, “Let’s go away to a solitary place where we can rest.” When they got on the boat and they left and landed on the shore, there were these people who had run around the lake across the hills to get to where Jesus was going. 
Jesus said lets go to a solitary place. In the Greek it means a deserted place, a desolate place, a place where nobody is. People ran to be in the presence of Jesus. One question this morning is where would you go to be in the presence of Jesus? Do we put limits on where we would go to be with Jesus? Do we put limits on where we would go to follow Jesus, to hear Jesus, to see Jesus? Do we have doubts about if we were to go to that place that he wouldn’t be there? I am a missionary, but before that, I am a Christian, and I believe that every Christian is a missionary and every Christian has doubts. I had doubts just before we left for Belize. I sought counsel from a pastor friend and I said I am not even sure how to be a missionary in Belize. He told me words that comforted me, words that I remember to this day even. He said, “Being a missionary is just living like a Christian. For you, it just happens to be in Belize. For anybody else it is for where they live as well.” He said, “Study God’s Word, get to know Jesus better, and love people as Jesus Christ loved them. It doesn’t matter where you are. That is a missionary.” 
That is true, that is so true. Read the Word, know Jesus and love others. There is no better example in all of history how to love others than our Savior Jesus Christ, right? Jesus himself - he was tired, he was hungry, he went to a solitary place to rest, and here were all these people. Tired and hungry, and bothered by people. Have you ever been there? “Jesus had compassion on them for they were like sheep without a shepherd and he began to teach them many things.” Sheep without a shepherd. Nobody new people better than Jesus. He knew their thoughts; he knew their hearts; he knew their comings and their goings; he knew the people. He knew that they were like sheep without a shepherd. The Bible describes people as sheep often. You know that all like sheep have gone astray, each to their own way.
I read an article in a newspaper some time ago about a herd of sheep. They were in the pasture and there was no shepherd. One sheep decided to stray too close to the cliff and he fell over. So, there were thousands of other sheep who thought that would be a good thing - to follow- so they walked close to the cliff and each and every one fell off the cliff to their own demise. All like sheep have gone astray, tossed like waves on the sea. We can get caught by any teaching. We get caught up sometimes by every teaching that comes along.
 I was reading a book earlier this week. It was Understanding Today’s Youth Culture written by a pastor who worked for years with the youth. He said some years ago it used to be that the greatest teachers of our children were parents, and then after that it became the church, and after that it became the school. He said it is no longer any of those. It is not the school; it not the church; it is not the parents. In today’s culture the greatest teacher is the media - music and TV. He says powerful. When you put the two of them together you have the greatest teacher, the greatest influencer, of our children today. If you have watched music television or you have listened to some of the music that is put out today, it is no wonder that our children are living in a culture that is so scary today. Teenage drug use is up. Teenage violence seems natural… suicide, teenage murder.  But it is not just the kids who are growing up in a scary culture; it is adults too. When you think about corporate fraud, the divorce rate, abuse in the home and outside the home, it is a scary place to live where we are today. You can get caught up by those teachings, but you see it is among those groups that we see sheep without a shepherd. Like Jesus we are to have compassion on them and teach them many things. 

The title of the sermon today, as it is listed, is “Acting with Compassion,” acting in love with compassion. You know, we hear about Oprah Winfrey and Bill Gates who offer hundreds of thousands and millions and even billions of dollars in a compassionate effort to help people, to cure AIDS in Africa or to give relief in some form to hurricane and tsunami victims; and that is good. I like to see more of that happening. You can even teach people how to prepare for hurricanes and tsunami. You can teach people how to prevent AIDS and that’s good. But that is not kingdom compassion. It may be compassion with love but that is not the kind of compassion that Jesus had. I think Jesus had true compassion because, in his compassion, he saw sheep who were without a shepherd and he began to teach them many things - kingdom teaching. You see, the compassion and teaching of Jesus was different than any other kind of compassion and teaching. It had eternal consequences. It wasn’t just to make conditions in our lifetime better; it was to make the condition of our eternal lifetime glorious. The way that we have compassion on those who we identify as sheep without a shepherd is to have that kind of true compassion - to minister knowing that there are eternal consequences. 
When we were in Belize on a short term mission trip, there was a man, Orlando. He is a great evangelist working in a small village and he came to us one day as we were on the worksite after a horrible thunderstorm and told us that there was a man that he had been witnessing to who had told him day after day “I have time to make this decision that you want me to make.” But it was during that thunderstorm that lightning came and struck this man’s house. It was a thatched house, and when the lightning struck, it burned it to the ground immediately. 
Orlando said, “We need to go and minister to this man.” He had been in town at the time of the lightning strike and came back to the smoldering mess that we saw when we got there. There was nothing but the shell of an old lawn mower and smoke and ashes on a concrete pad. Our hearts went out to the man and his family. We came with a group and we had compassion on them. When we started cleaning up the debris right away and putting it to the side, Orlando saw this as an opportunity, and he took three or four of us with this man to the back of the property underneath a banana tree. We shared about the gospel of Jesus Christ. What if you were in the house when the lightning struck? Your time would be over; you wouldn’t have time to receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. And in that act of compassion, and telling him about Jesus Christ, not only did he accept the Lord but his wife and his children and his father (who was more stubborn than anyone) came to the Lord. You see, that is compassion. That is the kind of compassion that Jesus had when he saw the sheep that were without a shepherd and he began to teach them many things. 
What was Jesus teaching? In the first chapter of Mark it says that he went about proclaiming the good news of God. Not only was he proclaiming it, but he was showing it to them physically. Here I am; I am the good news. In the next verse he says the kingdom of God is near, repent and believe the good news. Repentance is not a bad thing. It is a good thing. Jesus is simply speaking the truth. We must turn from our sins and turn to Jesus Christ and accept his free gift of salvation. That is what Jesus was teaching. How would it look if we taught that? It might look exactly the same way as when Jesus taught it. 
You see there was part of the crowd who were amazed at his teaching but they were so amazed that they couldn’t believe it. They drove him out of their synagogues and drove him out of their towns and villages and ultimately they drove him up a hill called Calvary and nailed him to a cross. You can expect that but there is also another portion of the people who were so amazed by his teachings that they called up and they wanted to know more, and they followed, even up that hill, to the cross. There was one who was hanging on a cross right next to Jesus and he was angry at Jesus; and yet, there was another who was hanging on his other side who believed and Jesus said to him, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” 
Jesus saw the people and they were like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus is our Good Shepherd. Jesus said, “I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” Do you know Jesus this morning? Have you heard the good news that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us? While we were still sinners Christ died for us. Have you repented? Have you believed? Is he really your Good Shepherd? Are you following him and being taught by him? If you can answer yes to those questions I’ve got one more for you this morning. Do you know him enough to lead to him? Do you know the Good Shepherd enough to be a shepherd to sheep without a shepherd? We can’t lead others to him unless we know him, and know him more and more every day. We can’t be dispensers of grace unless we have understood his grace. 
Mission to the World, our sending agency, has a motto. I say it like this: 3GP4G: getting God’s grace personally to give God’s grace globally. What is grace? Grace is the unmerited favor of God. It is the unconditional love of God the Father through Jesus Christ his Son to undeserving people who he claims as children.
I think one of the first times that I heard and saw an illustration of grace that was so powerful was in a covenant group right here at White Clay Creek Presbyterian Church. How many people were in a covenant group here? Raise you hand if you are in a covenant group. Bless you, we can learn about Jesus on Sunday but there is no better place than in our covenant groups. If you are not in one I encourage you to join one. In our covenant group we were studying a series by Larry Crab, a Christian psychologist, called Connecting. In this series he tells the story of his rebellious son through high school. Their relationship was close until he got to be a teenager (if you can imagine), and then they started arguing about silly things. Then his son started rebelling against him and he rebelled so far to the point where they just didn’t talk anymore. The son got involved in drinking and drugs and when he went away to college he lived in a house with a bunch of other teenagers who were into the drinking and the drug scene. He felt like he had lost his son. 
He describes one evening when he was awakened from his sleep with the thought that something was seriously wrong with his son. He got up in the middle of the night and went to his house only to see what was the normal scene. There were empty bottles and things on the front yard and people were all over the place having a party. He said, “I am going to go in anyway looking for my son.” He went in and his son wasn’t in the living room or the dining room or the kitchen, so he went upstairs to his bedroom and there he was. The son was laying on his bed seemingly passed out drunk. He went up to his son and stood there and looked for a second. He got down on his knees next to the bed. He kissed his son on the forehead and he said “I love you,” and then he walked out of the house and cried. 
It was about three months later, as Larry Crab tells it, that he received a phone call, and on the other end was an excited young man. He said, “Dad, this is your son,” and he said, “Hi son how are you?” He said, “Dad you won’t believe it! I got my life back together. I am no longer drinking. I am no longer doing drugs. I found a job and I am going to help pay my way through school. And Dad is saying, “That’s fine, son, that’s fine.”  “You won’t believe … I am going back to church and I am in a group and I am learning more about Jesus and there is even a group on campus, Dad.” He said, “That is great son.”  “But Dad don’t you know what it was that changed my life?  He said, “No, son, tell me.”  “When you came into my house and you kissed me and you told me that I love you I wasn’t asleep.”

While we were yet sinners.. Christ kisses us on the forehead and he tells us that he loves us. You see, that is grace. That is the grace of Jesus Christ. It is not what we can do for him; it is not how good we can be; it is not how often we go to church; it is not how much money we give to charity or the church. It is about Jesus being our Good Shepherd. He stops us from falling off of cliffs and he brings us into his kingdom. Christ died and rose again and he said, “I am coming back.” But he also said, “Until I come back go and make disciples.” My translation - go and be shepherds to sheep who are lost. You can’t do that unless you understand the grace of Jesus Christ. 
I will close with Isaiah 40:11. Isaiah is speaking about his God. “He tends his flock like a shepherd. He gathers his lambs in his arms. He carries them close to his heart.” Dear child of God, you are carried in his arms close to his heart and there is no better place to be. When you hear about that, when you hear about the love of God, when you hear about the compassion of God (these things are taught and you hear), how does it make you feel? Pretty good? Don’t keep that good news in your pocket. Be a shepherd and tell somebody else of the good news about Jesus Christ and do it today. 
Let’s pray, Heavenly Father we always stand in awe of who you are and what you have done. You are our Good Shepherd; you are our Great Teacher. You are the very nature of God. You are God himself, the Son of God, Jesus Christ our Lord, and to think about who you are and then about what you have done that you came to this earth and lived among an ungodly people to teach and to have compassion and to share your life with all even giving your life suffering the worst kind of death even on a cross. That one day every knee shall bow and tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Father, we pray in this day and in this age that we might be disciple makers. That we might be Jesus Christ to a lost and dying world that in that end time, in that last day, when you come back, that those who we know and have shared the gospel with might bend their knees because they have been blessed rather than bend their knees because they have been forced to do so in the presence of a Holy God. Father may we all be missionaries on this day. We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
