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THETHE  CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS  SEASONSEASON  
at White Clay Creek 

 
  

Dec. 11      CantataDec. 11      Cantata: “I Hear a Prophet Callin’” : “I Hear a Prophet Callin’” --  8:30 & 11:00 am8:30 & 11:00 am  

  
Dec. 18  Dec. 18              6:00 pm   6:00 pm   Pot Luck Pot Luck Dinner    fellowship hallDinner    fellowship hall  

                                                Bring any dish you’d like to share!Bring any dish you’d like to share!  
  
                    7:00 pm    “7:00 pm    “Sing Joy!”    Sing Joy!”    sanctuarysanctuary  

    Contemporary Christmas Music tells the story of ChristmasContemporary Christmas Music tells the story of Christmas    
  
Dec 24Dec 24  Christmas Eve Worship        Christmas Eve Worship          

    6:00 pm    Children’s Nativity Service6:00 pm    Children’s Nativity Service  

    9:00 pm    Contemporary Candlelight service9:00 pm    Contemporary Candlelight service  

                      11:00 pm    Traditional Candlelight Service  with Communion11:00 pm    Traditional Candlelight Service  with Communion  

  
Dec. 25Dec. 25  Christmas Day Christmas Day ——    11:00 am Worship   11:00 am Worship   --  One ServiceOne Service  

    No Sunday school classesNo Sunday school classes  

  
Jan. 1, 2012     New Year’s DayJan. 1, 2012     New Year’s Day——11:00 am Worship 11:00 am Worship ——  One ServiceOne Service  

                                                    9:45 am Sunday School classes Resume9:45 am Sunday School classes Resume  

  
Jan. 8Jan. 8    Normal schedule resumes with communionNormal schedule resumes with communion  

                  Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am, CommunionWorship 8:30 & 11:00 am, Communion  

                    9:45 am Sunday School 9:45 am Sunday School   

DEC. 2011 - JAN. 2012 



      
      

      
      

 ”Joseph” is coming!!!!
 

   O
n February  19,  re

hearsals will b
egin for th

e spring musical 

“Joseph” to be presented by students in Grades 3-8.  T
he play 

will f
ollow a congregational lu

ncheon at 12:30 on May 20.    T
his 

spirite
d story of Jo

seph has opportu
nities for everyone!  W

e 

need “Stomp! in
stru

ment players, singers, speakers and a varie-

ty of behind-th
e-scenes tasks.   T

here will b
e an informational 

meeting for parents on February 12 at 5:30 p.m. in
 Room 212.    

“I Hear a Prophet Callin”” 

On December 11 at both services, the Wor-

ship Choir will present  a musical rendition 

of the Nativity story with Appalachian mu-

sic influences.   Come listen to the prophe-

cies  spoken and then fulfilled in   Jesus.    

SONbeam Singers will start 2012 with a new 

team of leaders.  Nikki Brevoort, Sarah Car-

penter and Krista Varnes will join their tal-

ents to lead our youngest singers  (Age 4– 

Grade 5) in songs of praise..  Contact  Nikki 

(waterpetal@hotmail.com) or Sarah 

(scarpenter2013@yahoo.com) with ques-

tions. 

 

December 18  “SING JOY!”    

6:00—Congregational Pot-Luck Dinner.  Bring 

a dish to serve 8 people and join in the Fellowship and Food!   

7:00—”Sing Joy!”  will be presented in the sanctuary.  This telling of 

the Christmas story uses contemporary music.  Come, worship and 

sing along as we celebrate Christ’s birth.  Bring a friend! 

Join a musical or drama group in 2012!  What a great New Year’s resolution…...we have sev-

en different opportunities:   Worship Choir,  Drama,  Praise Team, Youth Praise Team, Hand-

bell Choir, SONbeam Singers and 3-4-5 Alive.   Which one will you join?   Praise the Lord! 

 

Rock Presbyterian Church 
joins us for combined an-
thems on January 22 at the 
8:30 service. 

January 8—Members of the Newark Com-munity Band will accompany our Worship Choir in a  jazz rendition of “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” at the 8:30 service.    



PRAYERS REQUESTED 
 
 
We offer prayers of  rejoicing for the 

birth of  Logan Michael McCann on 
Nov 25, 2011 to parents Jamie 
White and Michael McCann; 
sister, Hailie and brother Braden; 
and proud grandparents, Janice & 
Randy McFarland and great 
grandparents, Joanne & John Elwood 
 

We offer prayers of healing for: Cindy DiNetta, Melissa 

Espinal, Don Tancredi 
 
We lift up Carol Allmond & Family in the loss of her 

mother. 
 
We continue to pray for our troops, especially  

Steve Gallaher. Paul LaManna III arrived home safely 

on Nov. 23.  Praise God!  
 
Remember our overseas missionaries in your prayers: 

Mark & family (Central Asia), The Dillons (Peru), Robert 

Manda (Malawi) 
 
Please be sure to let the office know if a family member 
is ill and/or in the hospital; or if you want someone on 
the prayer chain or listed on the bulletin prayer page. 
 

NOTES & LETTERS 
 

On behalf of the Worship Committee we offer our 

sincere thanks to the following persons who were so 

helpful and gave of their time on Thanksgiving Day 

and the day after to decorate the sanctuary for the 

Advent season: Colin and Becky Blakemore,  

Fred and Soyoung Bovee and niece, Jung Yie, Nicole 

Coady, Grayce Draper, Joanne Elwood,  

Gary Gallaher, Don Hartwig, Jane Koehler, Jerry 

and Sharon Mead, Bob, Jeanne and Laura Methvin, 

Al and Linda Raimondo, Harold Rowland, Nancy 

Russell and Don Tancredi. The task was relatively 

easy due to the excellent cooperation of everyone. 

       Don and Dolores Hoffman 
 
Dear Sunday School, 

 Once again your thoughtfulness and generosity are 

amazing!!!!  The Deacons would like to thank you so 

very much for the generous amount of food you 

donated in November.  The food closet is well and 

truly stocked!  It is ready to help when someone in 

the community or in our church family needs food.  

May the Lord bless you during this special Christmas 

season and always!!                              The Deacons  

CHURCH FINANCES 
 
OPERATING FUND                            

                                 

Income for NOV 2011                                     31,361.29  
Budget for NOV 2011                                      42,900.50   
Actual Income vs. Budgeted Expense           -11,539.21 
                              
YTD income through NOV 2011                    403,253.65  
YTD budget through OCT 2011                     471,905.50  
Actual Income vs. Budgeted Expense YTD    -68,651.85 
 

LAY LEADERS / WREATH LIGHTERS 
           
Dec. 11   8:30  Tim Byrne    11am  Susan Goodenough 

Dec. 18   8:30  Colin Blakemore    

  11am  Don & Melissa Clark   

Dec. 24   6pm  Dave Dillon 

    9pm   Bards 

 11pm  Dennis McFarland 

Dec. 25 11am Susanne Larson 

Jan.1     11 am Nancy Aupperle 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 2011 
 
Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give you rest.    Matthew 11:28 
 
As  we go through yet another  seasons. Never knowing 

what is planned for us. When we go through  changes it 

can be difficult to adjust to them. Are you at a change 

of season in your life or know someone who is?  A 

Stephen Minister is someone you can trust to walk 

beside you, read scripture, listen and pray as you go 

through these changes.  
 
There are three easy steps: 
 

1. Listen and care for your friend in your own 

relationship. 

2. Ask your friend for permission to share his 

or her need with a Stephen Minister. Be 

sure to tell your friend that all information is 

kept confidential. 

3. Once permission is given, share her or his 

need as promptly as possible with a 

Stephen Leader. 
 
Your Stephen Ministers: we are growing in discipleship 

as we seek to minister God’s love. 

Jerry Mead      Julie Dufaj            Melissa Espinal        

Charlie Jones     Deb Takats           Sharon Mead           

Bev Wirtz     Bev Lamenzo  

Are you in need of a Stephen Minister?     For more 

information contact: Pastor Jody: pastorjody@wccpc.org       

Jill Casula:  jcasula55@verizon.net 

 

mailto:pastorjody@wccpc.org
mailto:jcasula55@verizon.net


Merry 
Christmas & 
Happy New 
Year! 
 

From 

 The Malone 

Family  

 

To our White 

Clay Creek 

Presbyterian 

Church Family! 

 

 

 

 

J.O.Y. FELLOWSHIP  
 

 

Just Older Youth  …  adults of ANY age 
 
J.O.Y. is a monthly fellowship ministry open to adults of 

any age.  If you work during the day, take an occasional 

day of vacation to enJOY a trip or theater outing.  Come 

to as many or as few activities as are of interest, and 

guests are welcome.  Information/reservation 

brochures are available at J.O.Y. bulletin-board displays 

in the Nurture Building and The Parlor, and at the 

Welcome Table in the Sanctuary Building lower narthex.  
 
The J.O.Y. schedule of activities for 2011 concludes on 

December 14, with 51 different persons having 

participated at least once and an average of 16 

participants (ranging from 22 in August to 8 in 

November) for the 12 monthly activities.  Some were 

close to home, such as lunch at Vita Nova, cruising the 

Christina River, and having a covered-dish lunch and 

movie showing in the Fellowship Hall.  Three shows 

were (or will be on Dec. 14) enjoyed at American Music 

Theatre, Rainbow Dinner Theatre, and Dutch Apple 

Dinner Theatre, as was a Seasoned Citizens’ Day at 

Sandy Cove.  There was a variety of other venues of 

interest visited, including the Herr’s Factory, the 

Newark History Museum, a Maryland Herb Farm, and 

the Ephrata Cloister.   
 

 

 

 

What will J.O.Y. be doing in 2012?   
 

IT’S UP TO YOU !!! 

 

ALL ADULTS INVITED  . . . 

January 18 ~ Fellowship Hall 

LUNCHEON & ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING 

11:30  ~  Socialize & browse brochure table 

12:00  ~  Catered lunch (brown-bag option) 

12:45  ~  Planning meeting 

Sign-up forms will be displayed beginning December 14 

in the main corridor of the Nurture Building across from 

the Office, in The Parlor, and at the Welcome Table in 

the Sanctuary Building.   
 
Bring trip brochures, newspaper write-ups, etc., with 

ideas.  IF YOU ARE PROPOSING A VENUE (SHOW OR 

OTHER), PLEASE COME PREPARED WITH DATES, TIMES, 

AND BACKGROUND INFO TO SHARE.  Following lunch, 

votes will be taken on presented ideas to determine the 

2012 schedule.   
 

J. O. Y.   O F F E R I N G  /  M I S S I O N : 

Bring a nonperishable food item for our 

Deacons’ closet each time you participate! 

 

  



Junior High Jam Session  
 
Do you like to sing?  Do you play an instrument or want 

to try?   Do you want to learn how to lead worship?  Do 

you think you might want to be in the Youth Praise 

Team when you’re in high school? 
 
Then mark your calendars for January 8!   The Youth 

Praise Team members will show you how 

it’s done.  And then it will be your 

turn to play and sing!  All junior 

high students are invited for a 

“jam session” in Fellowship 

Hall from 12:30-2:00.   If 

you have any 

questions, contact 

Andrew Shermeyer 

(acsherm@udel.edu).    

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY CHANGES  
Directory dated Sept 22, 2011 
 
ABBOTT, JACKIE; new email: quilt74@comcast.net 

BREVOORT, KELLY; college address;            PBU Box 72; 

200 Manor Ave; Langhorne PA  19047 

COOK, BARRY & DIANE; 104 Timberlake Terrace 

#3; Stephens City VA  22655-3518; 

cookbw5@gmail.com; 540-868-8866 

COOK, ERIC; 104 Timberlake Terrace #3; Stephens 

City VA  22655-3518; Cell phone: 302-525-

1429 
DAUGHERTY, ALICE & LEW; address unknown 

DRAPER, GRACE; new email: gracedraper@comcast.net 

JAY, DEBBIE; married name –Burns  

LATTOMUS. BETTY; 1720 Clayton Circle; Cumming GA  

30040 

METHVIN, JEANNE; phone: 302-368-9030 Cell: 302-

898-9122 

MORGAN, BILL & BETTY; 121 Gale Dr.; Wilmington DE  

19808; 757-2238 

PERRY, DORIS; phone: 302-737-9877 
 
Bold are new since last Messenger. 

 

OFFICE NOTES 
 
NEXT MESSENGER DEADLINE Feb.5.  . There is no 

newsletter in January. 
 
Maureen will be out of the office Dec. 12, 26-30; Jan 

16-20. Pastor Jody will be out of the office Jan. 17-20 

to attend the Fellowship of Presbyterians convention. 
 
It is best to call ahead during the busy Christmas 

season if you need access to the church staff or office. 

WOMEN’S CORNER 
 

MANY THANKS to ALL WHO HELPED 

MAKE the WOMEN’S 

CHRISTMAS DINNER A 

SUCCESS, WITH SPECIAL 

THANKS TO OUR SPEAKER,  

REV. BETH THOMAS, AND 

FOR THE WONDERFUL MUSIC PROVIDED 

BY CAITLIN JANE SCHNEIDER, 

ACCOMPANIED BY ABBY  ERNST. 
 

 

On Friday, December 2, an inspirational evening was 

enjoyed by 91 members and guests.  It was a time of 

good food by Boscov’s Ala Carte; Scripture readings; a 

thought-filled message on God’s generosity by Beth 

Thomas; song selections by guest Caitlin Jane 

Schneider; wonderful fellowship among sisters in 

Christ; and the traditional circle of hands as the evening 

closed with the singing of “Silent Night”.  Thanks to the 

decorating team, the Fellowship Hall was transformed 

with beautifully decorated tables and candlelight. 
 

NOTE YOUR 2012 CALENDAR NOW FOR NEXT 

YEAR’S DINNER ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7. 
 
SUNSHINE CIRCLE meets at noon Dec. 13 at Carol 
Olson’s house. Carol will do the lesson, also.  Jan 17 
the Circle meets at 12noon at church for a Pot Luck 
luncheon. Romaine Varnes has the lesson (#8). For 
more information, contact Carol Olson (731-0533). 
 
NIMBLE THIMBLES gathers on January 9 & 23 at 9:30 
am in 212-213. A great time of fellowship, sewing, 
knitting, etc. to help those in need. Contact Bev 
Lamenzo 737-5575 for more information  
 

YOU’RE INVITED! The WOMEN’S BIBLE 

FELLOWSHIP will begin a new Sheila Walsh (a Women 

of Faith favorite) DVD-based Bible study entitled The 

Shelter of God’s Promises – that is, “Where do you turn 

for shelter in the worst storms of life?” on second and 

last Tuesdays from 7:15-9:00 p.m. in Room 108 

beginning January 10. 
 
Meanwhile, any interested ladies are invited to a 

CHRISTMAS DESSERT SOCIAL at the home of Susanne 

Larson (737-6748 / susanne429@ comcast.net) on 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, at 7:15 p.m.  Copies of the 

guide for the upcoming study will be available to help 

you decide!   
 
The WBF also meets on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, at 

7:15 p.m. in Room 108 for an Advent study, “Living the 

Christmas Spirit All Year Long” based on Philippians 

1:27-2:11 & 3:10.  All welcome! 

mailto:acsherm@udel.edu
mailto:quilt74@comcast.net
mailto:bdcook5@verizon.net
mailto:gracedraper@comcast.net


WHILE YOU’RE WRAPPING 
 

3-4-5 ALIVE NEEDS LONG CARDBOARD TUBES, 
such as those from 

wrapping paper for a 

project they will be 

doing in February.   

Please put your 

donations in the blue 

tub in the closet in the 

music office or 

anywhere near Bev’s 

desk.   Thanks! 
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
CHILDREN'S PAGEANT    

 

We will have practice on Saturday 12/17 at 10:00am 

and Friday, 12/23 at 6:30pm.  Also, children will need 

to be in the Chapel at 4:30pm on Saturday 12/24 to 

dress in costumes for the pageant.  All children are 

welcome to participate.  If you have any questions, 

please call Cathy Opdenaker at 453-1241 or email at 

copdena532@aol.com.  

 

 

NEW DATE FOR ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

THE ANNUAL CONGREATIONAL MEETING WILL BE HELD 

FEBRUARY 12, 2012 
 

Annual reports for ministry teams are due 

January 22, 2012 

 

LIFEGROUPS AT THE CREEK   
 
There are new opportunities to go deeper in your 
relationships with God and with others, to meet new 
people in a smaller setting, and to discover a deeper 
sense of connection with others at White Clay Creek by 
joining a LifeGroup.  Contact Pastor Jody (737-2100 / 
pastorjody@wccpc.org) or any of these couples about 
their LifeGroup plans: Chris/Heather Roemer 
(roemer777@gmail.com); Mel/Ruth Chase 
(vochase@aol.com).  

 

 

 

 

VIP STUDENT MINISTRIES 
 

ALL ACCESS 
 

Sunday December 11 is a regular All Access 6pm-8pm 

 

Sunday Dec. 18 6pm-8pm All Access will meet and join 

a Congregational Event: Sing Joy! a Contemporary 

Christmas worship experience. Students, leaders, 

parents, friends, family are all welcome to join us for a 

Pot luck dinner @ 6pm and the program begins in the 

Sanctuary @ 7pm . Bring a dish to pass for dinner and a 

heart for fellowship & worship as we celebrate our 

Lords birth together!...we look forward to seeing you 

there!  

 

Sunday Dec. 25 & Sunday January 1 there is NO ALL 

ACCESS! Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

 

PARENT CONNECTION 

 

The Parent Connection begins  January 8, 2012! 

As we return from our Christmas/New Years break on 

January 8, 2012 , we invite parents to join Kim 

McWatters in the fellowship Hall for our kick off of our 

Parents Connection ministry! Once per month we will 

gather all our parents together for discussion of 

teen/parent related topics, guest speakers and special 

"training" all designed to help and encourage you as 

parents! 

So get January 8, 2012 6pm-8pm on your 

calendar...can't wait to see you! 

VIP T-SHIRTS AVAILABLE 

VIP T Shirts ARE for sale ($12/$6) at All Access. 

Parents, they make GREAT Stocking stuffers or an  

extra gift :)    

 
COMING UP: 

 

SNOWBALL 

1/13/12 

6PM-10PM 

Tickets on Sale Now! 

 

IGNITE 2012 

Training for Youth, 

Leaders & Parents 

Feb 4, 2012        8:30-2:30 

 

ALL ACCESS RETREAT 

Feb. 24-26, 2012 

 

Merry  Christmas! 

https://webmail.opentransfer.com/horde/imp/message.php?index=23027


PLEASE NOTE:  Annual Congregational Meeting  —  FEBRUARY 12 

Leadership Retreat 




